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50% rise in 
new recruits 
to Church 



by Rebecca Paveley 

THE number of people wanting 
to be priests in the Church of 
England has increased dramati- 
cally in the last two years. 

Nearly 50% more men and 
women have come forward for 
ordination in the Diocese this 
year; compared to 2002. 

The figure belies the com- 
mon assumption that member- 
ship of the Church of England 
is declining fast. 

The increase in Oxford is 
reflected across the country, said 
Canon Marilyn Parry, the 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands. 

She said the calibre of peo- 
ple putting themselves forward 
for ordination was ‘truly 
exceptional’. 

‘Here in this Diocese, people 
know that we have been 
through a difficult time recently. 
Those coming forward for ordi- 
nation have in part been 
encouraged to do so because 
they want to respond to the 
challenges we now face. So, far 
from the controversy of last 
summer (over the proposed 
appointment of Jeffrey John) 
putting people off the Church 
of England, it seems to have 
encouraged people to stand up 
and say, I want to help the 
Church through this.’ 

This yeai; 68 people from the 
Diocese are going forward to 



national selection conferences. 
So great is the increase, that the 
Church of England has been 
forced to lay on more confer- 
ences to cope with the number 
of would-be priests. 

A few years ago, there was a 
slump in the number of those 
coming forward for ordination. 
This coincided with the bad 
publicity the Church received 
for the loss of millions of 
pounds on the stock exchange. 
Today’s figures show a dramat- 
ic turnaround in numbers. '• 

People of all ages are coming 
forward, with many - particu- 
larly older candidates - looking 
to devote themselves to non- 
stipendiary ministry. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Rt Revd Colin Fletcher; had 
pledged to double the number 
of people in self-supporting 
ministry in the diocese. Canon 
Parry said that she was now on 
course to do this. 

Oxford has 35 vocations 
advisers who work at deanery 
level with people who express 
an interest in ministry. The 
advisers put people forward to 
the Director of Ordinands, 
who then works with them to 
decide if they should go on to 
selection conferences. 

More than 100 people 
approached their vocations 
advisers this year with a view 
to gQing forward into ministry. 
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Launch of cyber Church attracts 
hundreds across the world 



Guide shows how Church is 
serving the community 



THE launch of the first inter- 
net Church has attracted hun- 
dreds of responses from as far 
away as New Zealand and 
South America. 

Responses have poured in 
from people wanting to join 
the new cyber church, set up 
by the Diocese of Oxford for 
those unwilling or unable to 
go to their local parish church. 

Some of those wanting to 
join are already involved in 
their local church but are 
looking for further involve- 
ment in another community. 

A job for a ‘web pastor’ to 
build and oversee the internet 



community has been adver- 
tised, and an appointment will 
be made this month. 

The I-Church initiative, set 
up by the Diocesan 
Communications Director 
Revd Richard Thomas, is 
funded through the Cutting 
Edge initiative with money 
donated by the Church 
Commissioners. He said the 
response to the idea had been 
overwhelming. So far, more 
than 750 people have 
expressed an interest in join- 
ing the community. 

‘We have clearly tapped into 
a need, there are people who 



are searching for a meaningful 
relationship with other spiri- 
tual seekers for whom the 
present shape of the Church 
makes access difficult. 

‘It is an awesome responsi- 
bility, there are so many peo- 
ple who are looking for their 
spiritual needs to be met.’ 

The shape of the new 
Church community will be 
decided by its members once a 
web pastor is in place. But 
online daily worship and read- 
ings for the day will form a 
central plank of the new com- 
munity. 

It is aimed to be self-funding 



MOVES to change the parish 
share system are to go out to 
consultation around the 
Diocese next month. 

Synod backed a motion to 
look again at the way share 
allocation to deaneries is 
structured. Some churches 
have complained that the cur- 
rent system penalises growing 
churches. One proposal is to 
ask every deanery to pay a 
minimum 80% of its ministry 
costs, and setting a maximum 
contribution of 120%. At the 
moment, some deaneries pay 
as much as 150% with others 
only contributing 50%. 

Brian Newey, chair of the 
Diocesan Board of Finance, 
told members of Diocesan 
Synod: ‘The reason we are 
looking at this is to ensure 
that we get the sort of min- 
istry that will help us to be the 



within three years and mem- 
bers will be asked to donate 
money in the same way as any 
congregation, to fund the life 
and work of the church. 

Membership is not restrict- 
ed to those living in the 
Diocese, but it is intended to 
be for UK residents. 

The Bishop of Oxford, Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, will 
have pastoral custody over the 
online parish. 

Those wanting to join 
should go to the i-church web- 
site at www.i-church.org and 
sign up to get an email 
newsletter. 



sort of church that people will 
want to be involved in, and 
will learn to love and serve the 
Lord.’ 

The underlying principle of 
wealthier deaneries support- 
ing others will remain integral 
to any new system. 
Consultations will take place 
on: 

26 April, 7.30pm Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford 
10 May, 7.30pm St Andrews, 
Hatters Lane, High Wycombe 
15 May, 10am Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes 
22 May, 10am, Tilehurst St 
Catherine, Reading 
24 May, 7.30pm, Church of 
the Holy Spirit, Bedgrove, 
Aylesbury. 

Booking for these events is 
essential. Please contact Bev 
Jane on 01865 208206. 



WHETHER it is mothers with 
pre-school children or the 
homeless, young peoples or 
prisoners or the socially 
excluded, the people of 
Oxford are benefiting from 
projects run by local churches. 
The new Oxford Churches 
Community Action Directory 
documents over 60 projects 
running in the city. 

The directory was the initia- 
tive of a local social worker 
and co-ordinator of St 
Aldate’s Church Befriending 



GRAHAM Clifton, Master of 
the Oxford Diocesan Guild 
of Church Bell Ringers, has 
written in the March edition 
of Odd Bob, the Guild's 
Newsletter, that he is not 
seeking re-election. He and 
his wife Dorothy are due to 
become Grandparents to an 
Australian later in the year. 

Our Bell Ringers provide a 



SIX Church of England pri- 
mary schools are to start tak- 
ing The Door to hand out to 
parents as part of a pilot 
scheme. 

The Diocese hopes to widen 
the circulation of the paper, to 



THE Emmaus roadshow 
arrived in Abingdon last month 
and was opened free to schools 
thanks to the generosity of the 
town’s churches. 

The exhibition is in two trail- 
ers, one of which takes young- 



Project, Caroline Macdonald. 
Her aim was to produce a 
guide that could be used by a 
wide range of both faith and 
secular organisations to better 
serve the community. 

It is a great chance to see 
how the church is reaching the 
community in practical and 
relevant ways and will hope- 
fully inspire more action of a 
similar nature. 

To receive a copy, contact 
Caroline on 01865 254815 or 
email info@OCCAD.org.uk. 



wonderful service both to the 
Church and to their local 
community, and the DOOR 
wishes to thank Graham, and 
through him, all the mem- 
bers of the Guild for their 
tireless work and commit- 
ment. What would the 
English Sunday Morning be 
like without Church Bells? 



reach a larger audience. 

The schools taking part are: 
Bodicote, Oxfordshire; St 
Mary's Banbury; Wroxton, 
Oxfordshire; Ibstone, Bucks; 
Bladon near Woodstock; 
Winslow, Bucks. 



sters of on a tour of Israel. Revd 
David Fleming, minister at 
Abingdon Baptist Church, said: 
‘Almost every school child in 
Abingdon in school years 4 to 7 
is visiting the exhibition, plus 
adult groups. It is very exciting.’ 




An elderly Palestinian women becomes the model for the 
mother of Christ in a painting by E Charlotte Wright in a 
Stations of the Cross exhibition at St Michaels in the 
Northgate, Oxford. For details see the Doorpost. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 



Consultations on parish share 



Thanking our bell ringers 



Schools sign up to The Door 



Emmaus roadshow in town 
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ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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One a penny, two a penny... in defence 
of the humble hot cross bun 



The hot cross bun has had a bad press in recent years. Banned from some 
schools in the UK because of its Christian associations, and sold all year 
round in supermarkets, many shoppers are not aware of its origins. It was 
traditionally baked on Good Friday from the same flour used for the 
Communion bread. It was said that buns baked on Good Friday would never 
go mouldy! Below, Revd Richard Thomas urges us to reclaim and celebrate 
the hot cross bun and (right) children from Wroxton primary school, near 
Banbury, explain what the hot cross bun means to them. 




it is marked by the Cross. 
And of course, you can’t have 
the resurrection without the 
Cross. Giving ourselves for 
God is at the heart of what 
Christianity is about. It may 
only start in small ways - giv- 
ing up your seat on the bus, or 
helping mum with the house- 
work - but it leaves a wonder- 
ful taste. Christians are people 
who are marked by the Cross. 

And the spices? They repre- 
sent the spices with which Jesus 
was buried. They can also rep- 
resent the special character of 
someone who decides to follow 
Jesus. Jesus compared the 
Christian life to salt, which 
brings out the flavour of other 
things. The fruit represents the 
natural result of following 
Jesus. And there is no icing on a 
Hot Cross Bun - there doesn’t 
need to be. The Cross, with its 
spices and fruit, is all that is 
needed. 

Let’s celebrate 
Good Friday and 
Easter Day byrecover- 
ing the meaning of our 
Christian symbolism. 
Let those symbols 
carry the Christ- 
ian story into 
the next gen- 
eration of chil- 
dren. They can 
only do that if we 
teach the meaning of the sym- 
bols that young people see 
every day in the supermarkets. 
I thoroughly recommend a 
Hot Cross Bun service this 
Easter. 



HOT Cross Buns are a great 
way of teaching people about 
the meaning of Good Friday 
and Easter. Children love 
them, and I always found that 
holding a ‘Hot Cross Bun’ 
service on Good Friday was as 
popular as the Christingle 
Service at Christmas. Our 
local Baker used to deliver (as 
a gift!) several huge wooden 
trays of warm buns straight 
from the bakery, and we used 
to give them away to everyone 
as part of the service. Families 
used to pour into Church, and 
the smell of the baking was 
mouth-watering! 

Easter breads in different 
forms are common right 
across Europe. But 
the Hot Cross 
Bun is special, 
because its 
history in 



this country goes back many 
hundreds of years. It may have 
been a Pagan celebration cake 
before it was baptised, but it 
has been a Christian symbol 
for hundreds of years. And 
that symbolism is useful as a 
way of telling the story of 
Easter. 

The bun itself is the same 
shape as the stone that was 
rolled away from the tomb. 
Its shape can symbolise new 
beginnings, new hope, for- 
giveness and restoration. And 
when you eat it, it tastes real- 
ly nice. But just like the empty 
tomb, without the special 
ingredients it would taste just 
like any other bun. So 
how is it different 
from other buns? 
The most 
noticeable 
thing is that 



From the archives: flying the flag for 
Canon Spooner at New College, Oxford 




'The election of Canon Spooner to succeed Dr. 
Sewell as Warden of New College was a foregone 
conclusion: it is a well deserved recognition of the 
services that he has rendered to the College since 
he became a Fellow in 1867. The appointment has 
given great satisfaction not only to the members of 
New College, but to the University in general/ 

This item first appeared in the April 1 903 
edition of the Oxford Diocesan Magazine 

Note: Dr Spooner's daughter Rosemary is 
remembered in the Diocesan Calendar 
(www.oxford.anglican.org/calendar/) for her 
work with deaf people in the diocese. 

Photograph of Dr. Spooner by kind permission 
of the Warden and Fellows of New College, 
Oxford (Ref: 11716) 




Celebrating the Hot Cross Bun: Children from Wroxton primary had done their research 
on the origins of the buns. Ryan, (centre) aged 10, said: 'The cross stands for the way He 
died on Good Friday 7 . Lucy, also 10, explained that the buns had pagan origins and the 
four quarters used to represent the four quarters of the moon. Photos Frank Blackwell 



Our Work is 
Caring.. 

With supported housing 
and nursing care 

THE CHURCH 
OF ENGLAND 
PENSIONS BOARD 

offers security and peace of 
mind to all those retired from 
the stipendiary ministry, 
including Clergy Widows and licensed lay workers. 

Many of our pensioners may need help to pay for their 
care. Your donation or legacy will help us^to continue 
this much needed work for those who have cared for 
others in the name of Christ. 

Please help us in any way you can. 

Thank you. 

The Church of England 
Pensions Board (od) 

FREEPOST Lon 898, London SW1P3YS 

Registered Charity No. 236627 
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Freephone: 0800 052 1030 



W 27 Greenhead Road. 

Huddersfield. 

West Yorkshire. 

HD1 4EN. 

Telephone; 

+44(0) 14-84-54*51*23 
www.first-century.co.uk 

e-mail: i 

lnfo@first-century.co.uk 

We have a Christian imprint Publishing. 
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82-year-old plans charity sky-dive 



JACK Gibson is appealing to 
church-goers to back his char- 
ity fundraising challenge to 
raise money for a carers team 
at Wallingford Hospital. 

82-year old Mr Gibson, 
whose wife Dolly died from 
bone cancer last year, had 
planned to do a skydive to 
raise money. But his doctor 
has now ruled that he should 
not do the dive himself and he 
is looking for a well-known 
person in the area to volunteer 
to do it for him. 

He wants to raise money for 



the specialist team of carers 
from the Intensive Comm- 
unity Support Service who 
helped his wife through her 
last months. 

Mr Gibson, from Shilling- 
ford Hill, said: ‘For me the 
team of carers represents 
something very special. I can 
never begin to repay them for 
the love, and devotion to duty, 
they showed my wife Dolly 
during the four months until 
she passed away. I want other 
patients in a similar situation 
to get the same treatment, 



kindness and support, which 
the carers gave my wife.’ 

He had been given permis- 
sion from his skydive instruc- 
tor to do the jump himself, but 
his doctor then declined to 
give his approval. 

He is now hoping someone 
else will come forward to do it 
in his name. He is determined to 
raise ‘at least £1,000’ and is ask- 
ing churches in the Wallingford 
area to sponsor him. 

He can be contacted on 

01865 858525. 



Retired homeowners 

Equity 

Release 

Plans 

You could enrich your 

life.. . by taking capital and income from 
value tied up in your property. Consult us 
free of charge for unbiased advice. 

Phone for, free information p ack 

Mitchell McClure Ltd 

01666 860180 

Waitswood House Minety Malmesbury Wiltshire SN16 9QU 

www.equityreleaseadvisers.co.uk 

Independent financial adviser. 

Regulated by the Financial Services Authority 



STONE & MARBLE LTD. 



Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 

ABINGDON (01235) 520617 
(01235) 528285 

www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

161A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 



Blessings on a 
quiet garden 



BISHOP Alan had a hectic 
morning with the congrega- 
tion of St Anne’s Church, 
Wycombe Marsh recently 
where, after celebrating com- 
munion, he blessed a new 
Quiet Garden area. After a 
heavy shower, it was inside for 
swift change out of damp 
robes, on to tea and scones 
and the chance to swap his 
Mitre for a paper one, which 
had been made by children 
from Junior Church in honour 
of his visit. 

The Quiet Garden area was 
designed to provide a place 
where people could go to find 
God’s peace in the grounds 
without the need to unlock 
the Church. With approval 
granted, George Carpenter set 
about a ‘Ground Force’ style 
makeover of the narrow strip 
of waste ground at the back of 



the Church with the assistance 
of several members of the 
congregation. 

After the Wardens removed 
some rubbish and much rot- 
ting carpet which had been 
laid to suppress the weeds, the 
area was transformed into a 
low maintenance garden with 
paving slabs and shingle. Joy 
Neale has overseen the flower 
planters that were added to 
enhance the area. It was then 
completed by the placement of 
two bench seats in memory of 
past church members. 

In closing, The Revd Mary 
Gurr thanked Bishop Alan for 
attending and all those who 
had been involved in making 
the Garden such a wonderful 
place for members of the com- 
munity to use in future. 

Graham Anderson 



Enter the Passion 

Holy Trinity Church in 
Hazlemere is hosting an inter- 
active display of art and spiritu- 
ality that will take visitors 
through the journey of Jesus to 
the Cross. The inspiration is Mel 
Gibson's new film, the Passion 
of the Christ. The church will be 
open from Monday evening to 
Friday afternoon. 

St Ethelwold vacancies 

The fellowship of St Ethelwold 
in Abingdon, which is open to 
people of all faiths and none to 
explore their spiritual lives, has 
vacancies for people from an 
open Christian tradition. They 
must be able to work in com- 
munity with others, be dedicat- 
ed to a life of prayer and inter- 
ested in the spiritual develop- 
ment of others. They would 
also be expected to contribute 
financially for the use of their 
rooms. Please contact the co- 
ordinator on 01235 535279 
or email ethelwold@btinter- 
net.com 



Church opens for lunch 

A parish church is opening for 
lunch in a bid to encourage 
local people to recognise the 
Church as a community meet- 
ing place as well as a place of 
worship. St Peter's with St 
Mark's hospital church in 
Maidenhead is very close to a 
small light industrial estate 
and some workers were among 
the first customers. The Church 
offers soup with a roll and tea 
or coffee for no charge and 
customers can stay as long as 
they want. The idea was 
hatched by administrator 
Hazel Cronbach 




Bishop Alan with Nathan Turner 



Display stand offer for The Door 




CHURCHES and schools can 
now obtain news stands to 
display their copies of The 
Door each month. 

Pictured left is a sample of 
the type of news stand avail- 
able. The finished stand will 
be in colour (we have chosen a 
rust colour regularly used on 
The Door’s masthead) and 
will hold around 50 copies of 
the paper. They will be avail- 



able from Church House from 
the end of April. We are ask- 
ing for donations towards the 
£17 cost of each stand. We 
hope the new stand will help 
to ensure that The Door does 
not gather dust on back pews 
each month! 

To order, please call Penny 
Stephens on 01865 208225 or 
email penny. stephens@ 
oxford.anglican.org 



^ L Eco-column 

What is the most practical step that most of us 
could take to reduce consumption and global 
warming? 

Find a live in friend. 

No, I am not getting into that other argu- 
ment; rather that one of the main reasons for 
our increased consumption of goods and ener- 
gy is the proliferation of small and single 
households. This has, of course, been part of 
the cause of the present housing shortage. We 
seem to have lost the ability to share, we must 
each have our own patch, our own car - every- 
thing must be mine. The search for freedom in 



individuality and privacy is understandable, 
and partly driven by the difficulty that most of 
us have in refraining from advising others on 
their lifestyle. But it has an enormous effect 
upon the environment; a car carrying four 
people emits little more carbon dioxide than 
one with only a driver. While a warm house 
can maintain the temperature of as many peo- 
ple as can squeeze in, and each of them will 
produce about 150 watts of surplus heat. 

Our faith tells us we are all part of the one 
body, it is about sharing. This may be a skill 
that we will have to learn afresh, but its effect 
upon the economy and carbon emissions 
could be dramatic. Meanwhile housing costs 
are encouraging younger people to do what 
their parents are reluctant to do, share. Well, 
at least it is good for the environment. 

Adrian Hopwood, chair of AChRE - A 
Christian Response to the Environment. 
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interview. . . 



God in the Life of... 
three women priests 



A DECADE ago, 66 women in the Oxford diocese were ordained as 
priests in historic ceremonies charged with emotion. Many of them have 
since moved on or retired. The DOOR has spoken to three women who 
have remained here, all doing different jobs. Revd Catherine Dyer is an area 
dean in one of the most far-flung parts of the Diocese; Revd Judith Maltby 
is a chaplain and fellow at a university college; and Revd Theresa Scott, 
who describes herself as a ‘bog standard parish priest’ is also women’s 
adviser to the Bishop. Interviews by Rebecca Paveley 



Catherine Dyer, area dean, Mursley 

My earliest memories as a child are of being 
aware of a sense of God. I remember sitting in 
the garden on my own, when I was about 3, feel- 
ing aware of something much greater than myself 
and feeling awe. 

I was brought up as Christian and really want- 
ed to join the choir at Church, but couldn’t as it 
was boys only. I remember feeling very annoyed 
about that as a girl! 

As a student at school, I thought about being a 
nun. There was a wonderful nun attached to the 
university chaplaincy. But after college I worked 
in administration at Southampton University and 
became involved there with the chaplaincy. 

I moved to Berkshire because of my husband’s 
job. For a while I lost interest in the Church, I 
couldn’t find one that fitted or felt right to me 
after the lively environment of a university chap- 
laincy. But after my first child was bom, we start- 
ed going to All Saints in Wokingham, which felt 
lively enough for us! We were really encouraged 
to ask questions and there was a lot of support 
for women’s ministry, although there weren’t any 
women on staff. 

I was beginning to feel various ‘nudges’ about 
a calling. It kept popping into my mind and I 
would push it away. I joined MOW and I went 
to see the Rector and said I was thinking of train- 
ing to be a Reader He laughed and said, ‘No half 
measures for you, you should go the whole hog’. 
So in 1982 I went to see the adviser on women’s 
ministry and to selection conference and was rec- 
ommended for non-stipendiary ministry, as in 
those days it was still thought you couldn’t be a 
woman and have children and have a full time job. 

But not long after training, our stipendiary 
curate in Wokingham moved on and I was made 




Theresa Scott, Bishops Adviser of 
Women in Ordained Ministry 

My mother got religion when I was about 7 and 
we lived in Portsmouth, so I started going then to 
a very high church. I was confirmed at 10. This 
was important to me, particularly as an only 
child, as it made me feel part of the adult world 
at Church. We moved afterwards to Kent, and as 
a teenager though I fought a lot with God he pri- 
marily got his own way! I was involved in lead- 
ing the Sunday school at my church, and went on 

T felt that I was called as a person to be 
ordained - not that I had a particular 
right to because I was a woman 7 

weekends for teenage Sunday school leaders, 
organised by a diocesan adviser. These were very 
important to me, as a small group working 
together towards faith. I went on perhaps six or 
seven of these weekends. 

I went to Bristol, to university and then did a 
postgraduate degree in teaching. I didn’t enjoy 
teaching, I felt very negative about it so I left after 
two and a half years and worked in personnel for 




stipendiary. 

I went down to London for the vote. There were 
so many of us on the steps of Church House 
singing Taize chants and cheering. It was wonder- 
ful and amazing. 

Being ordained is the most wonderful privi- 
lege. I have met people in all walks of life at sig- 
nificant moments in their lives. I remember being 
with a woman whose little baby had died and 
feeling such a rapport with her. Of course there 
are ways men minister that I couldn’t - I have a 
male colleague who does lots of ministry in the 
pub, where I couldn’t easily sit and be comfort- 
able and talk. We complement each other. 

a while. Then I married my husband and had our 
two children. I formed a ‘life plan’ that said I 
wouldn’t work until my youngest, Sarah, was at 
secondary school. We were living in the Oxford 
diocese then and both my husband and I became 
involved at All Saints, Wokingham. I was on a 
mission there being led by some Franciscans 
when I had a very clear vision, a call from God. 
I came away being certain of God’s overwhelm- 
ing love for me as an individual. It was so per- 
sonal, so specific. I spent the new few months try- 
ing to work out exactly what he was calling me 
to do - 1 offered him Sunday school teaching but 
that wasn’t enough. I was at home praying one 
afternoon, when Sarah was at nursery school, 
when it suddenly struck me and I thought. Oh 
heck, its ordination. I went to see my priest and 
he laughed because it had taken me six months to 
get there! 

After that, it all fell into place, so my previous 
life plan of not working for 15 years went out the 
window! My husband’s job moved us to 
Chelmsford and I was ordained as a deacon 
there, six weeks before the vote on women 
priests. I hadn’t campaigned for it, I had always 
felt uneasy with the strongly feminist slant of 
some of the campaigning. I felt that I was called 
as a peson to be ordained - not that I had a par- 
ticular right to because I was a woman. 

I remember watching the vote on television. 
Just as the result was to be announced my son 
Nick, then a teenager came back from school. I 
remember saying to him, just sit over there and 
be quiet - and then heard the result. I burst into 
tears and Nick came over and said; T thought 
this is what you wanted. Why are you crying?” 

We came back to the diocese and I was 
ordained as a priest at the service in Abingdon. I 
remember as we came into the church the sea of 
faces looking towards us as we came in. 



Judith Maltby, chaplain and fellow 
at Corpus Christi, Oxford 

I WAS brought up in the Episcopal church 
in the US, and had an Anglo Catholic 
upbringing. 

I first thought about ordination as a very 
young undergraduate in the US but I lived in a 
conservative diocese and though I had the sup- 
port of my parish, I didn’t from the Bishop. I 
had the chance to come to the UK as a post- 
graduate in 1979 and went to Cambridge. I 
became involved there in the Movement for 
the Ordination of Women (MOW), and was 

'The Church failed to capitalise on 
this public goodwill/ 

& quite active in it throughout the 80s and early 
“ 90s. It was quite a spiritual challenge - I had 
§ never thought of myself as a campaigner up 
^ until that point. I became involved in MOW 
'o because of the Church Times - 1 used to get so 
angry at the letters in it against women’s ordi- 
nation each week that it made me determined 
to do something! 

After Cambridge I taught at Wesley 



Theological College in Bristol and then to 
Salisbury and Wells, before arriving at Corpus 
Christi. 

I was deaconed in 1992 in Salisbury and was 
the last group of women who were deaconed 
without knowing whether they would ever be 
allowed to be priests. It was a great leap of 
faith. It had been quite a long time - 17 years 
- since I first began exploring my Christian 
calling. I guess coming to the UK delayed my 
ordination by several years. 

I remember going down to London to hear 
the result of the vote at Church House. I real- 
ly didn’t know at the time whether it would 
pass or not. The relief when it was passed was 
immense - a friend said to me, I can finally 
breathe again. It felt like we’d been holding 
our breath for ever. There was relief but also 
tremendous joy. The Church had told us not 
to be too happy or triumphalist but the public 
were so happy for us. 

A group of us went into a pub near Church 
House afterwards, six women in clerical col- 
lars, and the pub fell silent. Then someone 
asked, ‘Did you do it then?’ and we said yes. 
The whole place erupted with applause. The 
Church failed to capitalise on this public 
goodwill. 



FIRST MY CHEIS art 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[ 01234)325531 



MIDWINTER 



Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

02088884725 



PUBUSH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 




please ring 

Sue Williams 

on: 
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mjitdBS@iif!ii.i{i 



TWO YOUTH WORK 



From Sept 2004 

AT ST. MARY'S CHURCH, GREENHAM 

• Full-Time Gap Year Volunteer 

- 1 Year Post 

• Part-Time Trainee linked with 
Degree Course at the Centre For 

Youth Ministry In Oxford 
- 3 Year Post 

Financial package in each case 
Contact: Email 
jackiepaynter@hotmail.com 

Tel: 01635 41075 



Please mention 

the Door 

when replying 
to advertisements 



MAYBE ITS NEWS TO YOU . . . 

ICHURCH TIMESI . . . the 

Church Times 
is the 

best-selling 
independent 
Christian 
paper in 
‘ the UK 

For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, 
phone 0 1 502 7 1 1 1 7 1 , or email subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N I OBR 




Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times 
Name 



Address- 



Email.. 



..Postcode . 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 * 





Isle of Wight 

San down 

ETC444 Friendly Family Hotel 
Child reductions when sharing. 
Half board available by request. 
Ferry inclusive deals available. 

Tel: 01983 402551 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 




Dublin 

City Centre 



Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 






For further information, please callout friendly 
team - STIIr^rah or Tony on: ' ~ ! -“*** 

01527 89 2945 

Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 

Our Holiday pages are not your usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is dipiayed in a dear boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 




Bradley in the Moors, Alton 
Family & En-Suite Rooms 
All Rooms Include T.V., Light 
Refreshments, Tea & Coffee. 
Residents Lounge, Ample Car 
Park, Full English Breakfast. 

Tel: 01889 507525 

www.chgrange.co.uk 





CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Uz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprllcottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 



LONDON 

HAMMERSMITH. NICE BAB. 

Comfortable central family home, 

ideal base for sightseeing holidays, 
business events, exhibitions. 
Direct line to ail attractions & 
airports. Double/twinAriple 
£24 pppn. Single £34. 
Childrens reductions. 

Tel. (OZO) 7385 4904 
www.thewaytostay.co.uk 




KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 




Emgfjtg 



20 Queens Road 
Shanklin 



Isle of Wight P037 6AW 

01983 862727 

Mobile: 07816 653843 

www.knights-rest.co.uk 



Bed & Breakfast. Open all year. 
Adults only. Ideal relaxing break. 

2 mins beach, town and old village. 
Mid-week reductions. 



Israel 



-To Go Or Not To Go? 



Imagine sailing across 
the stunningly beautiful 
Sea of Galilee with its 
water rippling against 
an ancient land where 
Jesus once stood. 
Imagine drifting 
aimlessly in a wooden 
boat hearing of Jesus 
calming the storm and 
walking on water. 
Imagine standing in the 
Garden of Gethsemane 
reading of Jesus agony. 
Imagine visualising an 
empty 1st century 
rolling stone tomb 
whilst meditating on 
Jesus resurrection. 
Imagine wandering 
through the streets of 
Jerusalem where 
biblical characters once 
walked. 



These experiences and 
many more are yours 
when you visit Israel. 
Having been going with 
pilgrims for many years, 
I am still totally 
convinced of the value 
of visiting. There is 
nothing to match the 
experience, nothing that 
can bring the Scriptures 
alive in the way that this 
place does. It is an 
experience that will 
benefit all, whatever 
your Christian tradition. 
That first sight of 
Jerusalem will never 
leave you and the 
beauty of the Sea of 
Galilee remains etched 
in the minds of ail who 
visit because it is as 
Jesus saw it with no 



buildings, obviously! 

Yet sadly people are still 
afraid to go. Do not be 
afraid. A group of us 
were there a couple of 
weeks ago and were 
completely safe, 
mingling among people 
from other countries. It 
was a wonderful 
experience. Those who 
came are desperate to 
go again. Take the 
plunge. Trust those who 
visit regularly and trust 
God. Your life will never 
be the same after you 
have set your feet inside 
Jerusalem. 

Mark K Madeley 
(Revd) 

M. I. B. Travel 

www.ftiibtravel.co.uk 
Tel: 0871 6660 262 



EXMOOR COAST 

Stunning Hillside 



Half mile from 
Lynmouth harbour. 
Walkers, families welcome. 

Spring Special: 

4 nights B&B £59pp. 

Details: 01598 752411 



East Devon 

Comfortable Village Cottage. 

Delightful garden with views. 
Convenient for walking the 
‘Heritage Coastline’ and 
visiting NT properties/Eden. 
Sleeps 4 . Available all year. 
No smokers or pets. 

Tel: 01926 854475 



LLANDUDNO 

Shelbourne Hotel 

Open all year, taking bookings for 
all requests: i.e. short breaks. New 
ownership, newly refurbished & 
awaiting WTB new grading. Lift 
to all floors, ground floor rooms 
available, free parking for all. 
Mayor credit cards accepted. 
www.shelboumehotel.co.uk 

Tel: 01492 879660 



TUSCANY 81 UMBRIA 

Over 1000 self-catering villas, 
farmhouses and apartments, many with 
pools. Ideal base for trips to Florence, 
Rome, Assisi etc. Also Sardinia, Amalfi 
Coast, Puglia and Venice. 

16 years’ personal service. 
Colour brochure. 01603 812212 



FIR TREE COTTAGE 

is a 300 yr old cottage with cosy 
bedrooms, private bathroom, colour 
TV, hostess tray in all rooms. 
Literally on the border of the North 
York Moors National Park. Beach 
hut available for guests. Pets 4 • 
Qo welcome. No smoking. 

1 For further details contact 
Sue Tingle on: 01947 811544 




Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages 
in Port Isaac and Port Gaveme. 

45 minutes from the Eden Project 

Sleeps 4 - 6 , Pets Welcome 
Personal Supervision By Owners 

For a colour brochure contact: 

Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port Isaac, PL29 3RE 

Tel/Fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 

www.comJshhoIidayhomes.net 



HOLIDAY BUNGALOW 
Near LISKEARD 

Sleeps 4 (One double, one 
twin). Well equipped and 
furnished. Very quiet location. 
Close to many attractions 
including the Eden Project. 
Available March - December 
Further details and rates from: 
E-mail: andykent@iineone.net 
Website: www.streamside.biz 

Tel- Freephone 0800 458 3886 



Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 





^/ yALDON-^OURT 



• INDOOR HEATED POOL 

• BOUNCY CASTLE 

• CHILDREN'S PLAY AREA 

• GAMES ROOM 

• LIFT 

• EN SUITE ROOMS 
AVAILABLE 

• TEA MAKING FACILITIES 

• WASHING & IRONING 
ROOM 

• FULL BOARD & CHOICE 
OF MENU 

• WONDERFUL MINISTRY 
& FELLOWSHIP 

• OPEN ALL YEAR 

» OPEN AT CHRISTMAS j 



34 Douglas Avenue, 
Exmouth, Devon EX8 2HB 
Tel/Fax: ( 01395 ) 263836 



M1B Travel 

Retail agent of ATOL 2893 

Foreign Exchange, discounted airport parking etc. 

See www.mlbtravel.co.uk 
for more details or call: 0871 6660262 

Croup trips to Holy land, Turkey etc. 

Email: mail@mibtravel.co.uk 



Costa Blanca 

Semi detached Family Villa 
in off road location 
Nr Torrevieja, Alicante 

close by Villa Martin Golf Course. 

Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, 3 terraces. Right next to 
2 pools. Central heating, Cable TV. 

From £260 - £490 p/w 
Villo for sole - Sept 2004 
Enquiries tel: 01189 476664 

Tel: 01189 476664 



DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 



South West 

Cornwall 

Rinsey 

Warm, comfortable & 
peaceful. Secluded 
converted chapel, close 
to coastal path. Short 
breaks, all mod cons. 
Sleeps 2-4. 

For information please 
call: 01736 763788 
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Taking stock; why we all need a spiritual check-up 



Do our Lent questionnaire, by Father Pat Collins, 
author and lecturer at All Hallows, Dublin, to see 
whether you are in good spiritual health 



MANY of us have an annual check- 
up. When the results become avail- 
able, the doctor usually gives us a pep 
talk and recommends life-changes 
such as, dieting and taking exercise. 
While it is good to look after the 
body, in this way, it is even more 
important to look after the soul. 
Surely, we need regular spiritual 
check-ups. They should look at 
important aspects of our spiritual 
lives, with a view to ascertaining 
what changes might be needed. This 
questionnaire focuses on religious 
experience, as a conscious relation- 
ship with God, because this sense of 
ultimate belonging lies at the heart of 
Christian spirituality. 

You could begin by asking the Holy 
Spirit to guide your reflection exercise 
by saying something like this: ‘Lord, 
you enlighten every heart. Enlighten 
mine to recognize how you have been 
drawing me to yourself. Help me, not 
only to appreciate your loving 
Presence and activity in my life, but 
also to respond to them appropriate- 
ly. Amen.’ Where applicable indicate 
whether your answer is Never = 0 
Sometimes = 1 Often = 2 Always = 3 

1. In our materialistic culture, many 
people’s lives are too extroverted. 
They are often preoccupied with 
external things like popularity, pleas- 
ure and power. However, there can 
be no religious experience without 
introverted awareness of spiritual or 
transcendental desires for uncondi- 
tional meaning. The deeper and 
stronger the desires, the greater the 
subsequent blessings will be (Deut 
4:29). Do you have regular quiet 



times which enable you to become 
consciously aware of what you really 
want in terms of your relationship 
with God? Do you express your 
desires to the Lord? 

2. Do you find it hard to get in touch 
with the inner voice of your spiritual 
desires, either because they are being 
obscured by a moralistic sense of 
duty - sometimes referred to as 
‘hardening of the oughteries’ - or by 
the distracting noise of unacknowl- 
edged and unresolved negative feel- 
ings, such as insecurity, low self- 
esteem, anger and resentment which 
may be rooted in the trauma and 
injustices of the past? 

3. Spiritual seekers need to pay sus- 
tained and self-forgetful attention to 
the twin bibles of creation, people 
and the scriptures in the belief that 
they can mediate the mysterious 
Presence of the One who Deitrich 
Bonhoeffer said, is ‘the Beyond in the 
midst of our everyday lives.’ Do you 
find it hard to pay attention, for any 
length of time, because you become 
quickly distracted by the gravitation- 
al pull of your own thoughts, feelings 
and preoccupations? 

4. Those who lack religious experi- 
ence often suffer from a deep-seated 
sense of alienation and anxiety. In 
contrast, those who are aware of 
God usually feel a growing sense of 
interconnectedness, a joyful sense of 
relationship with themselves, other 
people and creation. Is this reassur- 
ing feeling of fellowship a character- 
istic of your consciousness? 

5. Have you a sense of vocation and 
purpose in life as a result of being 



aware of the divine providence of the 
One, who, not only has a loving plan 
for your life (Jer 29:11), but is also 
willing to direct and provide for you, 
so that you can carry out the plan 
(Phil 2:13). 

6. It could be argued that the exhor- 
tation, ‘Walk by the spirit’ in Gal 5:16 
is the key to an inspired Christian 
ethic. The kind of spiritual guidance, 
required to carry out this injunction, 
can come in different ways, such as 
an inner prompting, a twinge of con- 
science, an inspiring scripture text etc. 
Are you sensitive and docile to such 
forms of guidance? 

7. One of the main ways of walking 
by the Spirit is to observe the Golden 
Rule of Matthew 7:12 in which Jesus 
suggested that loving others is a mat- 
ter of doing to them what we would 
reasonably want them to do to us. In 
your relationships with others, is 
your good-will informed by an 
empathic understanding of what 
they, rather than you, would think is 
good for them? 

8. Genuine religious experience and 
divine guidance, usually lead to a 
greater sense of inner freedom. As St 
Paul observed: ‘Where the Spirit of 
the Lord is, there is freedom’ (II Cor 
3:17). Do you find that instead of 
living your life on the basis of cheer- 
less duty, you are motivated by a 
personal sense of inner conviction? 

9. Those who have a spiritual out- 
look appreciate the fact that the exis- 
tence of the world around them and 
the countless blessings they have 
received are all the gifts from God. 
Besides asking the Lord for help, do 
you express gratitude and apprecia- 
tion for all the good things you are 
aware of, by thanking and praising 



God regularly? (I Thess 5:17). 

10. When you become conscious of 
who God is, and what the Father and 
Jesus are like e.g. forgiving, loving, 
accepting, understanding, and com- 
passionate, do you try to mirror the 
awareness, by being for others what 
the Lord is for you (Eph 5:1). 

11. Do you find that your growing 
awareness of spiritual truths and val- 
ues influences the important choices 
you make in your life? 

Religious experiences are to spiri- 
tuality what food is to cooking, you 
cannot have one without the other. 
When you have done your best to 
answer the questions about religious 
experience, you will be more aware of 
the state of your spiritual health. If you 
got 0-8, you are in an unhealthy 
state; if you got 8 - 25, you are mod- 
erately healthy; if you got above 25, 
you are enjoying good spiritual health. 
The results are intehded to be indica- 
tive rather than statistically 
accurate. Just as the doctor 
would make recommenda- 
tions on the basis of a phys- 
ical check-up, so a spiritual 
director can make recom- 
mendations on the basis of 
a spiritual inventory. 

Firstly, in the future try 
to become more con- 
sciously aware of your 
spiritual desires. Instead of 
being half-hearted about 
them, because of compet- 
ing worldly desires, try to 
be whole-hearted about 
them, while expressing 
them to God in the confi- 
dent expectation that, 
sooner or later they will be 
satisfied (Jer 29:12-13). 

Secondly, develop a 



more contemplative attitude, by 
learning how to pay undistracted 
attention to the realities around you, 
and especially to the word of God. 

Thirdly, expect God to reveal the 
divine presence to you in new and 
challenging ways. Learn to reflect 
on the religious dimension of your 
experiences because, as Cardinal 
Newman once wrote, ‘God’s pres- 
ence is not discerned at the time it 
is upon us, but afterwards when we 
look back upon what is gone and 
over’ (Lk 2:19). 

Fourthly, when you have a gen- 
uine awareness of the presence of 
God, deepen it through daily 
prayer and reception of the sacra- 
ments, while asking yourself the 
question, how will this experience 
affect me and the way in which I 
live? (James 1:23-24} 




jXi ^ 

A chance 
to visit this 
unique 
theological 
college. 




St Stephen’s House 
OXFORD 



All Welcome 

• Refreshments available 

• Car park at 1 0 James St 

For programme details 

contact 



Open Day 

Saturday 

8th May 

1 0am - 
4.30pm 



Enquiries@ssho. ox . ac. uk 




Headington 
School Oxford 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING & DAY SCHOOL 
FOR 700 GIRLS AGED 11-18. SEPARATE JUNIOR SCHOOL 
FOR 280 PUPILS, BOYS AGED 3-4, GIRLS AGED 3-1 1 

CHAPLAIN 

required, from September 2004, for this leading girls’ school with an 
Anglican foundation. 

Our chaplain must be able to lead the spiritual life of the school and 
inspire our large community of staff and students, enhancing our sense 
of Christian values while recognising and appreciating the many 
different faiths within the school. You will be innovative and energetic 
with a real understanding of the cares and concerns of young people. 
The chaplaincy in itself is a part time post but could be extended to 
a full time role to include teaching for a suitably qualified candidate. 

Closing date for applications: Monday 19th April 

Further details and application form from The Headmistress, 
Mrs. Anne Coutts, Headington School, Oxford OX3 7TD 
Tel: 01865 759100 Fax: 01865 760268 
email: enquiries@headington.org www.headington.org 



Archway Development Worker 

Initially 20 hours per week, 2 year contract 

£17,800 - £19,500 pa pro rata 

The Archway Foundation is a registered charity, founded in Oxford in 1982, and responds to individuals affected by loneliness. 

We wish to appoint a self motivated, innovative and suitably qualified person to this newly created part time role within the Archway 

Foundation. ARCHWAY 

FOUNDATION 

The purpose of the role is to respond to the heightened frequency of 'loneliness' in society by promoting and supporting the 
establishment of further groups which can come under the umbrella of the Archway Foundation and develop links with existing partner groups. 

The successful candidate must be supportive of and committed to the Christian aims and ethos of the Archway Foundation. You must have an interest 
in and understanding of loneliness and social concern issues generally. Developing close relationships with statutory and voluntary organisation^ you 
will provide advice and guidance to those interested in setting up Archway groups. 

For further information and an application form, please contact the Archway Foundation on 01865 790552 or write to: 

The Archway Foundation, New Marston Pastoral Centre, Jack Straws Lane, Oxford, 0X3 ODL 

Closing date for applications: 30 April 2004 Charity Registration No: 299533 



OXFORD 

YOUTH 

WORKS 

Seeks a new 

DIRECTOR 

An opportunity has arisen for the right candidate to make a vital professional and managerial contribution to 
one of the country’s key youth work development organisations 

0YW is a Christian charity currently active in schools, projects, community and restorative justice work, and is 
a foundation partner in the ’Centre for Youth Ministry’ education and training programme. As an 
experienced, innovative professional leader, you will guide 0YW through a further period of expansion and 

development. 

Key skills and experience will include: 

* Proven track record in Christian leadership * Flair for cutting edge youth work 
* Communication by written and spoken word 
Salary circa £23,000 to £27,000 pa 
Starting date 1 September 2004. Interviews 19 May 2004 
Closing date for applications: Monday 10 May 2004 
Open evening 5 May 2004 

For application pack please contact: The Administrator, Oxford Youth Works, Church Annex, 

N Jeune St, Oxford 0X4 1BN. Tel/Fax: 01865 204646 

This post is subject to enhanced CRB disclosure 








Where is your Emmaus? 



After the revela- 
tion in the garden, 
in Luke’s gospel, 

Jesus appeared to 
two of his disci- 
ples at Emmaus. 

Growing church- 
es do Emmaus 
courses, and a good crop of 
retreat centres claim the 
name. Some artists have tried 
to depict the disciples on the 
road, hearts burning within 
them as the stranger talked 
Scripture. Others have pic- 
tured the supper at Emmaus 
of Luke 24:30 — ‘As he sat 
at meat with them, he took 
bread...’ 

In 1606, whilst hiding 
from the law after the so- 
called tennis court murder, 
Caravaggio painted, for him, 
a surprisingly calm, authori- 
tative stranger, his hand 
raised in blessing over bro- 
ken bread. The darkness of 
the scene indicates intimacy 
and communion. The 
stranger looks to the bread, 
and the eyes of the disciples 
are drawn gently to the 
stranger. A kind of spiral 
logic draws our eyes in 
towards the bread. 

Recognising Jesus 

Around 1628, Rembrandt 
painted something astonish- 
ing and radically original. He 
sought to capture the story 
in verse 31 — ‘Their eyes 
were opened and they knew 
him; and he vanished out of 
their sight.’ This painting is 
almost pure darkness; with 
an explosive flash of bright 
light revealing Jesus in sil- 
houette, seemingly at the 
very moment of his disap- 
pearance. Over the table, 
physically recoiling in 
shock, is a startled disciple, 
his jaw hanging open, his 
eyes wide, not in holy recog- 
nition, but holy terror. 



Recognising 
Jesus isn’t a 
comfortable or 
reassuring 
thing, but pro- 
found distur- 
bance. Perhaps 
the frightened 
man is being carried back, in 
the moment of recognition, 
to the terrifying violence of 
Good Friday. This painting 
says that the truly scary thing 
wasn’t how it happened but 
to whom. Roadside cruelty 
and violence were a familiar 
sight in the ancient world. 
The penny drops when you 
recognise the victim. The key 
issue is not how, but who. 

The message of this 
painting is worth remem- 
bering if you’re watching 
Mel Gibson’s film. It begs 
an important question for 
us, if we want to know how 
it really was. Nobody really 
knows where the historical 
event took place. Emmaus is 
a fairly common place name 
in the Holy Land. Khirbet 
Imwas on the Joppa road is 
too far away from Jer- 
usalem, but el Qubeibeh 
and Abu Ghosh aren’t. 

One poignant possiblity 
is Motza, ethnically clean- 
sed in 1948. 

The question is not where 
was Emmaus but, if we take 
to heart the urgency and pas- 
sion of the exper- 
ience, Where is your 
Emmaus, and where will it 
be this year? What will hap- 
pen in you when you recog- 
nise Christ with fresh eyes? 
The heart of our faith isn’t 
rules or ideas, but a trans- 
forming encounter. 

Locked up in our recog- 
nition is the death of Death 
itself, and the power to 
change the world. 




The Passion according to Mel 



Michael Brierley, chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford, went to see an early screening of the controversial 
Mel Gibson film, The Passion of the Christ, which is out in the UK on March 26 



SIX years ago, I was on my own on Good 
Friday in a village in the diocese. There was 
no service, so I went into the church for a 
quiet hour before three o’clock. I sat alone 
in a pew, looking at the stained glass, with 
its clean white figures dressed in sumptuous 
robes, and thought how that event in 
Palestine all those years ago had become 
encrusted in English culture, and wondered 
if it was even vaguely possible to strip away 
our cultural assumptions and get at some- 
thing of how the cross might originally 
have been. 

Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ 
makes its own assumptions about both 
Palestinian culture and what makes for 
good cinema, but it gives a closer glimpse 
of the story than many of our English tra- 
ditions allow. Two hours spent watching 
this film would serve as a better devotional 
practice than perhaps many of our Good 
Friday services. 

The film is exactly as its title suggests: 
Christ’s Passion, no more, and no less. It 
starts at Gethsemane, takes us through the 
arrest and trials before the Jewish religious 
authorities, Herod, and Pilate, and then 
shows Christ carrying the cross out of the 
city and being crucified on the small hill 

'Its violence is harrowing but not 
gratuitous, and is an antidote to 
the rather sanitised way in which 
we tend to think about the cross 7 

outside. The resurrection appears as the 
briefest coda, giving us the balance of 
the empty tomb without the resuscita- 
tion of Christ’s corpse: the graveclothes 
collapse while Christ, sitting beside them, 
opens his eyes, and strides off manfully, 
naked, into the dawn (presumably his first 
job is to find some clothes, or do resurrect- 
ed people not wear them?). The only refer- 
ences to Christ’s life are flashbacks to earli- 
er episodes of his ministry, the recollections 
of those involved in the Passion, prompted 
by moments in the Passion itself. So, for 
example, the woman caught in adultery 
remembers being saved from stoning as she 
mops up the blood from where Jesus has 
been flogged; Jesus’s institution of the 
eucharist, ‘for the forgiveness of sins’, is 
recalled as he is lifted up on the cross. This 
helps us to see those earlier teachings in a 
new way, as they are interpreted in the light 




of Christ’s death. Gibson by no means uses 
only the spoken words of the gospels: he 
puts them imaginatively in the context of 
conversations, which again, enable familiar 
texts to be nuanced with fresh insights. 

We are enabled to interpret Christ’s life 
in the light of his death; but the concentra- 
tion on the Passion (through much of 
which Christ is semi-conscious) results in 
little opportunity to interpret his death in 
the light of his life. It thus becomes a very 
physical film about death and torture, and 
humanity’s inhumanity to humanity. I was 
aware that I saw the film on 8 March, the 
day in the Church of England Common 
Worship calendar for commemorating 
Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, the famous 
chaplain to the forces in the First World 
War. It was the 75^ anniversary of 
Studdert Kennedy’s death; and the friend 
with whom I saw the film happens to be 
one who among contemporary theologians 
has done the most research into Studdert 
Kennedy’s life and work. Studdert Kennedy 
made frequent connections between the 
suffering of Christ and the suffering which 
soldiers endured in the trenches, but was 
also able to draw on Christ’s life to show 
other themes of redemption. The 
Passion has a message about 
human bodies that the 
contemporary world 
needs to hear; but being 
short on Christ’s life, it is 
short on other messages 
about how the world 
might be redeemed. 

The media have char- 
acterised the film as violent and anti- 
semitic. Its violence is harrowing, but 
not, I thought, gratuitous, and is in any 
case an antidote to the rather sanitised way 
in which we tend to think about the cross. 
I did not find it anti-semitic. It shows good 
Jews and bad Jews, good Gentiles and bad 
Gentiles. The Jewish authorities are 
shown as threatened, fearful and reac- 
tionary; the Romans are portrayed as bru- 
tal. More interestingly, the film is very 
Catholic, reflecting Mel Gibson’s 
own standpoint: Mary is the second 
key character of the film, never far 
away from Christ, and the camera 
dwells considerably on her reac- 
tions to what is going on. My 
friend, who is more familiar than 
I am with catholic devotions, 



thought that the stations of the cross were 
all carefully represented. 

If I were to choose my best and worst 
moments of the film, I would choose, for 
the latter, the appearances of Satan, 
whose occasional gliding along in the 
background of scenes (especially around 
an over-cursed Judas) seems rather pur- 
poseless. For the former, I was moved 
most of all when, having fallen with the 
cross, Jesus is briefly held, as he gets up, 
by his mother. ‘Behold’, he says, ‘I make 
all things new.’ The irony of this state- 
ment by a bloodied man on his way to 
execution, is smothered by the double 
irony of our knowledge that in fact his 
death has indeed within it the power to 
transform the world. I had to swallow 
hard to prevent a tear. 

In short, as I say, I think The Passion of 
the Christ can draw believers more deeply 
into the heart of their faith. And as an 
evangelistic tool for non-believers that will 
hopefully intrigue them and cause them to 
ask questions and further explore particu- 
larly the life of Christ under-emphasised 

here, I 
think it will 
do far more 
good 
than 
harm. 



ORGANIST MILWAY HUES 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO COllfCTOR BUYS 

is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, Eramei station Names (£250 min) 

at short notice, including weddings and Locomotive P | ates 

funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 81 3933 TEL: 01788 521491 




Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill. PO Box 20 (CP). Braunton, Devon. EX33 2YX (01271) 817093 
www.singieandchristian.co.uk 




ARTisTs in STAinED Glass 

David Was ley 

f rtlA.ATC.DipAD.FrtlGP. 

i 8 fL] ConsERyAtOR^& 

\ / R£ s 'r° R £'l' ion Specialist 

VPRy 0f494 7737I2 

u7ww.3Rf>miLLEnnivniARjisfs.co.i7ic^ 

COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


Sheltered Housing at A 

West Court Banbury _ 

West Court is a friendly, modem development of one c 

bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 

men and women and within walking distance from a variety 

of amenities. Each flat is centrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 

bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person or a couple. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 

provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 

outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 

older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 

environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 

45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA am ’^'fwSHoUSifig 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 1*1 Association 

Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group choice for ouer people 
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View from here 



Letters 



to the editor 



Invisible people 




Here is 
from a 
affluent, 
market 
within 
Diocese, 
fact that I cannot 
tell you which 
town is a mark 
of the vulnera- 
bility of the 
‘invisible people’ 
featured. A clergyperson 
serving in that community 
writes: ‘..I became aware of 
various groups of people 
moving in the darkness of the 
early hours of the morning or 
at the fall of the evening. I 
saw them waiting at the bus 
stop, walking in a hurry 
towards or from the rail sta- 
tion, carrying bags into the 
shops and restaurants. These 
were people that I never saw 
during the day or in the 
sociable hours of the 
evening... One day I met N, a 
Colombian manager of a 
local cafe. Over the months, 
as we got to know one 
another and I gained his 
trust, he told me his own 
story, and the stories of oth- 
ers less fortunate than him. 
He told me about a group of 
illegal workers who are cur- 
rently being hired by one of 
the local private clubs to work 
for less than the legal national 
minimum wage whilst having 
to live in substandard, near 
Dickensian, conditions. I have 
heard many similar stories 
and each time I am deeply 
moved, disturbed, and con- 
cerned at how we allow 
migrant workers to be treat- 
ed.’ 

The death of 18 Chinese 
cockle pickers in More- 
cambe Bay has brought 
many more such stories to 
national prominence: in 

Norfolk, for example, gang 
workers are paid just three 
pounds to cut a thousand 



Alison Webster 



daffodils; in 
Cambridgeshire 
workers were 
forced to live in 
partitioned con- 
tainers with no 
water supply - and 
were deducted 
£80 a week rent 
from their meagre 
1 earnings. The size 
of the migrant 
worker economy is 
unknown, but during 2002/3 
the Inland Revenue recouped 
more than £4 million in 
unpaid tax and national 
insurance contributions from 
gangmasters in the Thames 
Valley area alone. 

Reflecting on his experi- 
ences, the clergyperson fea- 
tured above says this: ‘In my 
own parish I am still strug- 
gling with what to do: should 
I keep quiet in order to pro- 
tect their jobs, bearing in 
mind that many of them 
undoubtedly support their 
own families in their country 
of origin by sending money 
home? Or should I confront 
the injustice and be vocal 
about it? I honestly do not 
know what to do for the best. 
I do, however, believe that 
this is not just a personal 
dilemma. It is an issue for the 
entire church.’ 

The Board for Social 
Responsibility is planning to 
organise a consultation to 
reflect on these issues. In par- 
ticular, to consider what 
might be an appropriate 
strategy of ‘pastoral care and 
hospitality’ to migrant wor- 
kers, including those with 
illegal status, in our commu- 
nities. If you have experi- 
ences to share or questions 
you’d like help with, and 
would like to take part, 
please contact me. 

Alison Webster is the Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Adviser. 
Contact her on 01865 208213 



Fairtrade on the march; spreading the Good News; the 
Church’s ministry to the elderly; Parish share row 



Fair trade is on the march 
WHAT a memorable tenth 
Fairtrade Fortnight that was. 
Oxford, Reading and Milton 
Keynes all celebrating their 
achievement of Fairtrade City 
status - and Faringdon too as 
the first town to do so in the 
south-east. Then on the 6th 
March our Diocesan Synod 
gave a hearty endorsement to 
the proposal made by three 
Deaneries that this should be a 
Fairtrade Diocese - hurrah. 

Now the real challenge starts 
of meeting the targets that will 
enable us to become a 
Fairtrade diocese, most not- 
ably that 60% of parishes, 
together with Diocesan insti- 
tutions, agree to commit 
themselves within the next 18 
months to using FT products. 
Of course it is hoped that this 
target will be met sooner and 
rapidly surpassed. 

The point was rightly raised 
in the discussion at Synod 
how Fairtrade relates to the 
overall injustices of world 
trade. In the first instance due 
recognition should be given to 
the increasing influence of FT 
itself, as clearly set out in John 
Madeley’s fine article in the 
March edition of ‘The Door’. 
And FT activities are linked 
internationally through the 
work of IFAT (the 
International Fair Trade 
Association), which as it hap- 
pens has its office in Bicester. 

There is a real movement 
among so many community 
groups throughout the world 
to overcome trade injustice. 
Their unity and resolve was 
sorely put to the test at last 
autumn’s WTO conference at 
Cancun in Mexico, but they 
successfully held out. I was in 
India earlier this year when 
the World Social Forum took 
place in Bombay - previously 
it has been held in Brazil. 
100,000 attended. Forum 
members came out strongly 
against the present trading 



arrangements. Another eco- 
nomic system is beginning to 
emerge which embraces fairer 
trade, cooperative ownership 
and crucially for many - land 
reform. One of my former 
Oxfam Indian colleagues took 
a major part, having helped to 
stimulate local groups in the 
Sub-Continent and in Africa. 
As too did a project partner 
who manages an association of 
producers in south India, and 
is a keen supporter of IFAT. 
Rev David Haslam, who was 
at the Forum, wrote (‘Face to 
Faith’ Guardian, 31 Jan.), ‘For 
Christians, the underlying phi- 
losophy of the WSF demon- 
strates an uncanny resemblance 
to the kingdom of God’. 

Jeff Alderson, 

Chair, Diocesan World Development 
Group 

Good News! 

GOOD news is rarely regarded 
as ‘news’ by the media. So our 
daily papers are full of pieces 
on war, crime, cruelty, injustice, 
inefficiency, corruption, famine 
and political argument. The 
world is in universal upheaval 
and there seems to be no light 
at the end of the tunnel. 

We Christians must wake up 
to this challenge to our faith. 
Too often we look for dramat- 
ic evidence of God’s activity in 
our world - the end of com- 
munism and Apartheid and 
great breakthroughs in science 
or medicine. 

We fail to notice that our God 
is a God of small things too - 
the love and patience of our 
families, the kindness and gen- 
erosity of friends and complete 
strangers, the courage of the 
disabled, acts of bravery, the 
patience of those caring for the 
sick, our social benefits, our 
education, health and wealth. 

So let us give thanks for the 
many good things we enjoy 
and hold firmly to our belief 
that this is God’s world, 
though we cannot see the 



whole picture. We must trust 
in His good purpose, His love 
for us and the power of the 
Holy Spirit and so live joyful- 
ly, hopefully and positively. 
Brian Costeloe 
Wootton, Abingdon. 

Church at Work amongst 
the Frail Elderly 
READING the article on 
‘Spiritual care for the frail eld- 
erly’ (February DOOR), I 
realise again the wonderful, 
practical framework of our 
Church of England - organ- 
ised into geographical parish- 
es, so that every frail elderly 
person comes under the care 
of their own parish priest, his 
team and lay church members. 

We look back to 40 years of 
joyful parish ministry, my hus- 
band visiting old folk in their 
own homes, residential homes 
and nursing homes every 
week, for Communion servic- 
es, hymn-singing sessions 
round the piano and individ- 
ual listening/ministering times. 
Members of our congregation 
were encouraged to attend 
these services too, sitting 
alongside and befriending any 
with special needs. 

During his ten years of active 
retirement, my husband has 
had the privilege of being 
chaplain (unpaid) to three 
nursing homes, loving the 
extra time able to be spent 
with the frail elderly, their rel- 
atives and staff - a wonderful 
and needy harvest field for our 
Lord Jesus. 

There are so many opportuni- 
ties for Christian love and wit- 
ness for all church members to 
share in, if only we will give 
our TIME and just go to them. 
Jane Eastgate 
Holmer Green 

The Passion of Christ 
I HAVE been singing in the 
Newbury Choral Society’s St 
John Passion this month - 
what an exhausting work 



both physically and emotion- 
ally! But surely Bach got it 
right: accept the gospel account; 
accept too our personal involve- 
ment. Humanity has not 
changed fundamentally. Our 
sins sent Christ to the Cross. 
Brian Taylor 
Shaw, Newbury 

Parish Share 

I WAS surprised at Stephen 
John’s angry letter about the 
decision by three Oxford 
churches to opt out, in part, 
from the parish share scheme 
in their deanery. Personally, I 
applaud the principle. The 
parish share approach is good 
in theory, but it is hard to 
understand and puts many in 
the pews off giving to the 
Church. Far better to know 
that one’s money is going to 
support one’s local church, 
with any balance going to 
approved mission links, as the 
Oxford churches suggest. 

Mr John sees it as ‘superior’ for 
the large churches to presume to 
assess the strategy of a church 
receiving their money. Personally, I 
would find it a relief and joy to 
find ANY ONE in the Anglican 
system to assess my church’s 
strategy and performance. If 
they were providing funds I 
would consider they had every 
right to do so. 

As vicar of a small church I 
am grateful for the subsidy 
we have received in the past 
from bigger churches; but I 
would rather receive it direct-'* 
ly from a known church than 
through the current anony- 
mous system. The reason is 
purely selfish. With financial 
support would come other 
things, too - prayer, team vis- 
its, youth camps, maybe 
more. If my church was in the 
Oxford Deanery I would 
jump at forming a link with 
one of the big student 
churches. 

John Clarke 
Greenham 



Jackson Bena 

Urgently Required 
Second-hand Vestments 

01892 891473 

www.churchshop.co.uk 


J 


Ij property Maintenance 

All aspects of household Maintenance 

Carpentry, plumbing, decorating etc. 

House and garden clearance. 
Experience of working with CARE IN THE 
COMMUNITY. References available 

07900 268351 - Anytime 




The College of St Barnabas 

... 1 V- . 


College of St Barnabas 

St Barnabas consists of men and women who are 
still dedicated to a Christian purpose and a life 
of prayer. Subject to the limitations of their age 
they still live and work for that purpose. And the 
first thing that strikes any visitor is the 
friendship and sheer happiness of the place. The 
refectory rings with laughter morning, noon and 
night. 

The College is unique in that though it is 
Anglican it is financially independent of the 
Church of England. We are therefore dependent 
upon donations and legacies for the continuation 
of our charitable purpose. 


Single & Married accommodation for retired clergy 
Two-roomed flats with en-suite 
Chapels with daily services; libraries; full catering, 
laundry & cleaning 

Situated next door to Dormans railway station 
Enquiries to: 

The Reverend the Warden, College of St Barnabas, Lingfield 
RH7 6NJ. Tel: 01342 S70260 www.coliofstbaraabas.com 



Christine Donaldson 

formerly trading as OPUS 
Ordination Stoles and all 
embroidered vestments, 
furnishings and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 

3 Walnut Drive, Maids Moreton, 

Buckingham MK18 IQ) Tel: 01280 816055 




Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 




Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony 
and 

celebration 



music at oxford 




London Handel 



Concertos and Sonatas by 
Quantz, Biber, Vivaldi, Miiffat & 
Bach Brandenburg Concerto no. 5 



Sat 24 April 
7.30pm 

Dorchester 

Abbey 
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Women’s ordination 



Join the celebrations! 



A WEEKEND of celebrations 
has been planned to mark the 
10th anniversary, on April 24 
and 25. On Saturday there will 
be a question and answer panel, 
featuring the recently retired 
Bishop of Washington DC, the 
Rt Revd Janet Dixon, and oth- 
ers. This will be followed by 
lunch before a Eucharist at 
Christ Church Cathedral and 
then tea. On Sunday, all church- 
es have been asked to invite a 



woman to preside at the morn- 
ing service. In the evening there 
will be celebrations in five of 
the churches where the first 
women were ordained priest (St 
Mary's Banbury, St Mary's 
Reading, St Helen's Abingdon, 
All Saints, High Wycombe, SS 
Peter and Paul, Buckingham. 
For more details see the 
Doorpost. To attend any or all 
of the events, please fill in the 
form below. 



Application for tickets 

Please return as soon as possible 

This event is free, organised at the request of the Bishop of 

Oxford and funded by a small grant from the Diocese. 

No. of tickets 



ALL DAY 

Discussion panel only 
Panel and lunch 
Panel, lunch and service 
Panel and service 
Panel, service and tea 
Service and tea 
How many will be robed? 
Creche (under 5s) 



Please return the completed form to 

Mrs Diana Hasting, The Middle House, 11 High Street, 

Milton, 0X14 4ER (to save costs please include an SAE) 



Name: 



Address: 



Please write your question for the panel here: 




We cain't perform 
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St Luke's is arwudependent. acute surgical Hospital providing free 
consultation and treatment for Anglican clergy and their families. 255 
honorary consultants give their time for free but the hospital still 
costs £4500 per day to*uiy|i£J we rely entirely on donations for this. 
With your help we pan^^Tfe-saving treatment, carry out 700 
operations per year and provide specialist care in an atmosphere of 
peace and reflection. Please help us to help them. 



St Luke’s 



HOSPITAL FOR THE CLERGY 

1904-2004 100 Vsors of Chridon Caw 

l/we enclose Name 



Please send your donation to St Luke's Hospital for the Clergy, 
14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH (Please make cheques 
payable to St Luke s Hospital for the Clergy) 



Address Postcode . 

Tel 020 7388 4954 fax 020 7383 4812 email stluke@stlukeshospital.org.uk 
www.stlukeshospital.org.uk Registered Charity No. 209236 



Where are tl 



A decade ago, the face of the Church of England changed forever witl 
diocese, 66 women were ordained priest during emotional services on 
by Door photographer Frank Blackwell as they went into retreat at I V 
are pictured above with the Bishop of Oxford, Richard Harries, and E 
of those first women, catches up with some of her friends and colleag 
Victoria Slater recalls the momentous day. 



BELOW are the current details of as 
many of the original 66 women priests 
ordained ten years ago as could be 
tracked down. If you are in this photo, 
or can identify someone we have not 
been able to find, please write in and 
tell us. 



I. Margaret Clarke, retired 

3. Clare Nicholson, incumbent 
Chelmsford 

4. Lynda Rose, now an author 

5. Carol Williams, now retired, in 
Wales 

6. Christine Allsop, incumbent in 
Salisbury 

8. Christine Redgrave, incumbent and 
area director of ordinands for Berkshire 

II. Susan Berry, Community of St 
Francis 

12. Janet Lawrence non stipendiary 
minister, Bletchley 

13. Joan Impey, retired 

14. Vera Sinton, retired 

15. Julia Wilkinson, Diocesan Director 
of Ordinands, Truro 

16. Victoria Slater, hospice chaplain, 
Oxford 

17. Gill Sumner, retired 



19. Pam Burdon NSM 

21. Jeanette Sears, director of 
lifelong learning, Wycliffe 
Hall 

22. Judith Maltby, Corpus 
Christi College Chaplain and 
fellow 

23. Dorothy Derrick, non 
stipendiary minister at 
Drayton 

24. Judy Rees, retired 

26. Tina Stirling, incumbent 
Rector at Bernwode 

27. Margaret Hall, retired 

29. Sue Irwin, team vicar, Oreat 
Marlow. 

30. Elizabeth Brazell, director of the 
Word for Life Trust 

34. Freda Beveridge, retired 

37. Mary Carney, incumbent Ray 
Valley 

39. Audrey Phillips 

38. Nancy Taylor, hospital chaplain in 
Royston 

41. Pat Johns, retired 

42. Jo Stoker, incumbent, Basingstoke 

44. Annette Dixon, retired 

45. Catherine Dyer, incumbent and area 
dean in Mursley 




47. Jan Lov 

49. Stephan 
Mary 

50. Pat Ho^ 

52. Judith I 

53. Barbara 
ment advise 

54. Jean Pa 

55. Carol \ 
Albans 

56. Joan 
minister, Fi 

57. Elizabe 
deanery 

58. Rosean 
officiate in 

59. Ann Bs 
61. Christi 
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Electric Windows 
Immobiliser * Airbag 
Central Locking 
Radio Cassette 



Mileage approx: 37,000 
Choice of colours 
Specification Includes: 
Power Steering 



Low Rate Finance 
1 to S years terms No deposit availal 
Quick Acceptance {12-20 minutes) 
Cars from £9.99 per week. 



Tailor Made Finance Service 



PEACE OF MIND 

Free Delivery Nationwide on atl new and used vehicles. All 
vehicles come fully prepared, complete with our ' total peace 
of mind package’ that includes a 120 point vehicle inspection 
with a parts and labour warranty and full Hpi check allows you 
to rest assured 



www.autosave.co.uk 
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^^NISSANMICRAl.OE 
3 DOOR 

VSSSSSS^. Autosave Price 



Saving £1,500 

Central Locking * ABS 
Electric Windows 
Immobiliser v * 

Airbag * CD player 



• Mileage approx: 3,500 
« Choice of colour 
Specification Includes: 

* Power Steering 



New beginnings and 
great hopes: memories 
of a joyful day 



Victoria Slater (pictured below) 
was one of the the 66 women to be 
ordained priest on that momentous 
April weekend ten years ago. She 
was pictured by The Door photog- 
rapher (below) just minutes after 
the service in Christ Church 
Cathedral. Here, she recalls what 
the day means to her. 

THERE are a lot of mixed memories of 
the day that I was ordained priest. It was 
a time of great change for me personally. 
I had moved to Oxford from 
Manchester only a few weeks before in 
order to start a new job as chaplain to 
Sobell House Hospice and The 
Churchill hospital. I was living in a 
rented room and didn’t know any of the 
women clergy in Oxford. It felt very 
strange not to know anyone on the pre- 
ordination retreat we had at Mansfield 
College. So it really was a time of new 
beginnings for me. 

V I was congratulated a great 
deal by people who simply 
recognised it as a sign of 
justice and equality 7 

The day itself was filled with many 
emotions. The ordination service in 
Christ Church was a solemn but joyful 
occasion. What I remember most was 
the laying on of hands when I was aware 
of the support of the friends taking part 
with whom I had journeyed for many 



years. After the service we emerged into 
Tom Quad to greet people and have pho- 
tos taken. I remember feeling a great 
burst of joy and relief as the fact that it 
had finally happened hit me. There were 
tears and lots of hugs from friends and 
family. I remember being especially 
touched by the number of colleagues 
with whom I had worked in the then 
Manchester Royal Infirmary who had 
travelled down to support me. There was 
even a friend from the Isle of Skye. 

I think that even as it happened, I was 
very much aware of the paradoxical 
nature of the event. For those of us who 
had waited, prayed and campaigned for 
a long time, this was very much a culmi- 
nation and fulfilment and it was certain- 
ly that on a personal level. But also it 
was the end of one era and the begin- 
ning of something new albeit in continu- 
ity with what had been before. I was 
also aware how much significance the 
ordination of women held for many 
who were not even part of the church: I 
was congratulated a great deal by peo- 
ple who simply recognised it as a sign of 
justice and equality. 

I think it took a while for the momen- 
tous nature of the occasion to sink in as I 
began my work here in Oxford. After 
ten years of priestly ministry it all seems 
a long way away but memories remain 
of a day filled with celebration and with 
hope for the future. 

Revd Victoria Slater is chaplain to Sobell 
House Hospice and The Churchill 
Hospital in Oxford. 
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Women’s ordination 



Tears of joy: Revd Victoria Slater, photographed by Frank Blackwell 
moments after her ordination at Christ Church Cathedral ten years ago. 
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g, retired 


62. Elizabeth Tyndall, retired 


ullock, Headington St 


63. Theresa Scott, incumbent Bishop’s 
Adviser for Women in Ordained 


1, retired 


Minstry 


nt, retired 


To sum up, of the 66: 


ubtfire, parish develop- 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



St Deiniol’s Library 







Church Lane, Hawarden, Flintshire CH5 3DF 

This fine residential library was built as 
the national memorial to William Ewart 
Gladstone and has for over 100 years been 
welcoming those engaged in “the pursuit 
of divine learning". 

Collections in theology, history, art and literature 
Refurbished accommodation from £28.00 pppn 
D, B & B. Some rooms en-suite. (Normal terms 
and conditions apply). 

Sabbaticals, short study breaks, church 
weekends, quiet days, conferences or just a 
restful break. 

Programme of courses 
Please contact us for further information 
Tel: 01244 532350 (Please quote ref CPOl) 

Email: deiniol.visitors@btconnect.com 
Website: www.st-deiniols.org 



The Importance of Theology 



The Queen's Foundation - a place to study? 



The Foundation, 10 minutes from the centre of 
Birmingham, is a unique theological institution. It 
pioneered ecumenical education and training in the 
Queen's College more than 30 years ago; it now unites in 
a single institution the College, the West Midlands 
Regional Ministry Training Course, and a Research Centre. 



With 14 core and associate staff the Foundation offers 
rich and varied resources for study and training. 

If you want to study theology at post-graduate level, either 
full or part-time, then Queen's can offer you a great deal. 
Our Research Centre offers PhD,ThD, MPhil research 
degrees in partnership with the University of Birmingham, 



St Luke’s Colle g e Foundation 

makes grants for postgraduate studies 
and research in Theology and RE. 

To receive an Application Pack, send 
brief details of your plans to: 

The Director, 

St Luke's College Foundation, 
Heathayne, Colyton, Devon EX24 6RS 
or email: mbond@eclipse.co.uk 



CHRISTIAN RESOURCES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Require course co-ordinators for 
various areas. 

We also provide a Christian resource 
library with residential facilities. 
Please contact: 

Esther Wintringham Tbl: 01492 530528 

Fairways Hotel Fax: 01492 534558 

12 Ellesmere Road Email: 

Colwyn Bay, Conwy christianresourcesint 

LL29 8RP @yahoo.com 



drawing on a broad and experienced team of supervisors. 
Our MA in Applied Theology, and post graduate Diploma, 
is ideally suited to those who want to reflect on their 
ministerial practice. If you want to do theology that is 
rigorous, contextual and applied, Queen's could be just the 
place for you. 

If you are planning to train for ordained ministry, and are 
looking for a place that will stretch and challenge you, 
Queen's can offer flexible full- and part-time pathways in a 
diverse community of learning and worship. If you are 
planning a sabbatical, Queen's can offer an excellent 
theological library and comfortable accommodation. 

So, if you are passionate about mission and ministry in a 
global and plural context, if you welcome diversity and 
want to be stretched intellectually, and you want to enjoy 
the energy of Britain's second city, read our advertisement 
and make contact with us. We would be glad to meet you. 




The Queen's 
Foundation 

FOR E( UMFNICALTHEOLOQOU $DU At ION 



LEARNING AT THE PLACE 
WHERE TRADITIONS MEET 

Full and part-time study programmes that are rigorous, 
relevant, practical and ecumenical leading to: 

Certificate, Diploma or BA (Hons) in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/Th.D. in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/PhD Research Degrees 

Opportunities for in-service training 
and Sabbaticals. 

For more information contact: 

The Queen’s Foundation, Somerset Road, Birmingham B15 2QH 
0121-454 1527 - Email: enquire@queens.ac.uk 
or visit www.queens.ac.uk 



^est 




Training Course 

Acting Principal - Dr. Christopher Southgate 
The SWMTC Office, Petherwin Gate, 

North Petherwin, Launceston PL1 5 8LW. 

Tel: 01566 785545 Fax: 01566 785749 

Email: pauline@swmtc.org.uk 
One of the regional Ordination Training Courses training 
men and women on an ecumenical, part-time, non-residential 
basis for ordained ministry in the Church 



Advertisement Feature 



Discover the Jewishness of Jesus 

New Bible study course for lay people on Matthew's 
Gospel. Authoritative commentary included. 

West Sussex Bible Correspondence College 

21 Rye Ash, Three Bridges, Crawley RH10 1RL 

Tel: 01293 520288 

www.wsbccbiblestudy.uktutors.co.uk 




OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



Westminster Institute of Education 



WesleyCollege 

* BRISTOL 



An Ecumenical Study Centre open to all 

In partnership with the Diocese of Clifton 

MA in Theology and Ministry 

NEW UNITS :'The Church and Young People' and 'Ecumenism, history, 
theology and development'. 

BA in Theology and Ministry 
BA in Theological Studies 

NEW LITURGY COURSES FOR 2004/5 

Foundation Studies for Ministry 

Further details of all courses the college provides, are available from: 
Wesley College, College Park Drive, Henbury Road, BRISTOL BS1 0 7QD 

Tel: 01 17 959 1200 Fax: 01 1 7 950 1 277 

E-mail: admin@wesley-college-bristol.ac.uk 



New ways of thinking about 

Theology and Religion 

at Wesley Centre Oxford 

Interested in .... ? 

■ Contextual Theology 

■ Spirituality and Religion 

■ Sacred Texts 

■ Human Development 

Study individual modules, or aim for a Certificate, 
BA or MA. 

Part-time or full-time 
in Oxford or at home, 
the choice is yours. 

t 01865 488353 
e. wco@brookes.ac.uk 

Wesley Centre Oxford 
Oxford Brookes University 
Oxford 0X2 9AT 



www.brookes.ac.uk/schoois/wco 




ST ALBANS AND OXFORD MINISTRY COURSE 

OPEN DAYS 

Tuesday 11 th May, 2004 

Ripon College Cuddesdon 

Thursday 27 ,h May, 2004 

St Albans Abbey Cathedral 

Come and explore what SAOMC has to offer you, whatever 
your situation. For programme details contact Gill Pratley: 

T : 01865 208 260 E : admin@ saomc.fsnet.co.uk 

www.saomc.org.uk 




Art Affiliated College 
of the University of Bristol 



Opportunities 

for undergraduate and postgraduate 
degrees in theological studies as well 
as certificates and diplomas aimed at 
developing your Christian ministry 

Full-time, part-time and occasional 



8A (Hons), BA, DipBE 0 
and CertHE in Applied Theology 

Professional Qualification in 
Youth & Community Work (NYA) 

GAP Year Programme • Foundation Course 






Trinity College Bristol 
Stoke Hill, Stoke Bishop 
Bristol BS91JP 
United Kingdom 

Tel: +44 (0)1 17 968 2803 
Fax: +44 (0)1 1 7 968 7470 
admlsskms@trintty-bris.ac.uk 
www.trmrty-bris.ac.uk 





MOORLANDS COLLEGE 

Christian education and training 
. For further information or to request a prospectus: 

www.moorlands.ac.uk 

or call 01425 672369 

1 fcynhe Uni#rsity of Gloucestershire 




Trinity a 

College BRISTOL 



deepening, transforming, equipping 

for Christian life and service in a changing world 
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Make sure you do. Why? Because 
Ecclesiastical understands that 
the care of your church is vital for 
future generations and is not 
a responsibility to be taken lightly 
- that’s why you won't get a garden 
gnome to replace a gargoyle. 
We’re as passionate and dedicated 
as you are, offering a service that 
is second to none which is why 



most churches in the UK put us first 
for insurance. So if you’re looking 
for an outstanding service which 
provides comprehensive cover, 
believe in us. For more information 
in the Oxford area, call Nick 
Yearsley on 07740 378 603. 
Ecclesiastical insurance Group, 
Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, 
A member of the General Insurance Standards Council Gloucester GL1 1 JZ 



ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 
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Fairtrade Food 



Easter Recipe - Chocolate Cheesecake 

by Ann Way, our cookery writer 

Easter long before Christ was bom, was a season connected with Spring, season of new life. 
Eostre, an Anglo-Saxon Teutonic goddess, was the goddess of Sunrise and Spring. Ostara, a 
Norse/Saxon goddess, was the maiden goddess of Spring. The origins of hares (bunnies) and 
eggs, according to a Teutonic myth, was that the hare was once a bird which Eostre changed 
into an animal with four legs although it still had the ability to lay eggs! What an extraordi- 
nary tale! 

For those who gave up chocolate for Lent, Easter will give a certain physical pleasure, apart 
from the genuine rejoicing at our Risen Lord - so for this month’s recipe I thought I would 
give you a chocolate dessert, and very tasty it is too! 

Ingredients 

8 oz chocolate digestive biscuits 

3 egg yolks (use the whites to make meringues - fill with fruit and cream!) 

4 oz butter or margarine 

8 oz fromage frais or curd cheese 

3 oz caster sugar flavoured with a little vanilla 
1 teaspoon fairtrade cocoa powder 

8 oz double cream 

4 oz good quality fairtrade plain chocolate 
1 tablespoon brandy, rum or orange juice 

4 teaspoons powdered gelatine 
1 flaky bar of fairtrade grated chocolate 
some little fairtrade chocolate Easter eggs, if required 
Method 

Crush the chocolate digestive biscuits in a bag using a rolling pin. Melt the butter in a saucepan 
and add the biscuit crumbs. Mix thoroughly and press into the base of a clip-sided cake tin. Beat 
together the curd cheese or fromage frais with the egg yolks and the vanilla flavoured sugar. Melt 
the chocolate in a basin over a pan of hot water until it is smooth. 

Whip the cream until it holds soft peaks and mix with the melted chocolate. Add brandy, or rum, 
or orange juice. Stir this mixture into the cheese and egg yolks. Dissolve the gelatine in four table- 
spoons of very hot water with the cocoa powder. Stir until it is completely dissolved and mix well 
into the chocolate, cheese and cream mixture. Pour this onto the biscuit base and chill for 3 to 4 
hours. When set, remove from cake tin and decorate with crushed flaky bar and, if you want to, 
some little chocolate Easter eggs! 



Divine Fairtrade prayers to mark launch 

OXFORD is to become a Fairtrade Diocese after synod gave its unanimous support to the propos- 
al last month. To mark the event, last month The Door teamed up with the Day Chocolate com- 
pany to offer six fabulous prizes of a month’s supply of Divine fairtrade chocolate - three to chil- 
dren, three for adults. We had literally hundreds of entries - suggesting that not many of you have 
given up chocolate for Lent! The adults were asked to answer the question: ‘What is the name of 
Ghanaian co-operative which supplies all the cocoa for Divine chocolate?’ The answer was Kuapa 
Kokoo. Congratulations to Sue Simpson of Flackwell Heath, Hilary Davis, of Windsor, and Zoe 
Harris, of Oxford, whose names were picked out of a hat full of correct answers. 

Children were asked to write a prayer on a fairtrade theme and we were overwhelmed with the very high 
standard of the entries. The winners were picked by the Bishop of Oxford who said it was a very difficult choice! 
Below, we print their prayers. See our website www.oxford.anglican.org for more of the prayers. 



Dear God 
Heavenly Father, 

Please help all of the people who haven't got as 
much as us, 

Help all of the people from the Third World who 
don't have a roof over their heads or nice food 
to eat. 

Give all the orphans a loving family to care for them, 
Help and comfort all the people who get paid very 
little for working 12-15 hours a day, 

Help them to get paid enough to clothe their chil- 
dren and give them healthy water to drink. 

Have people in my country buy more Fairtrade. 
They might not like it but if loads of us bought it, 
it could change someone's life forever. 

I will try my best to help. 

Amen. 

by Freyea Boyce, 
aged 11, Banbury 

Dear God, 

We thank you for all the crops you send so that 



people can made Fairtrade products. 

Help us to always think carefully when we shop 
and to think about other people who have worked 
hard to make what we're buying. 

We ask that the money that is raised helps them 
to have a better life. 

Every time we eat and drink help us to remember 
those who are hungry or thirsty and not as lucky 
as us. Amen. 

by Aiden Skelley, 
aged 7, Slough 

Dear God, 

Thank you for the fruit and the bread that we eat. 
Thank you African people for growing food for us. 
Thank you Mummy for buying fairtrade biscuits 
and tea and chocolate. 

I love the chocolate that you grow. It is yummy. 

I hope you are rich now. 

Amen. 

by Molly Vobe, 
aged 5, Ascot 



St. Darids Cathedral 




The building dates back from 12th century 
and the ceilings are of special interest. 

Open 8.00am to 6.00pm 

★ DAILY SERVICES ★ 

★ BOOKSHOP ★ 

★ CONCERTS ★ 

★ GUIDED TOURS ★ 

★ DISABLED ACCESS ★ 

www.stdavidscathedral.org 

01437 720199 



HOLY WEEK AND EASTER 

AT CHRIST CHURCH 
CATHEDRAL, 

OXFORD 

Palm Sunday, April 4. 

8.0 a.m. Holy Communion, 10.0 a.m. Choral Matins, preacher: 
Canon Parry 11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist with Blessing of Palms (no 
sermon), 6.0 p.m. Choral Evensong. 

Mon,Tues. 

7.15,7.35 a.m. Matins & Holy Communion. 

6.0 p.m. Choral Evensong with address by Canon Parry. 

Tues. 1 1 .0 a.m. Blessing of Oils (the Bishop of Oxford) 

Wed. 

7.15 Matins. 7.35 a.m. & 1.0 p.m. Holy Communion. 

6.0 p.m. Evensong (said) 7.30 p.m. Haydn's Stabat Mater 
Maundy Thursday. 

7.15, 7.35 a.m. Matins & Holy Communion. 

7.30 pm Sung Eucharist with Vigil, preacher Canon Parry. 
Good Friday. 

7.15 a.m. Matins. 10.0 a.m. The Liturgy of the day. 

6.0 p.m. Choral Evensong, preacher Canon Parry 

Holy Saturday. 

7.15,7.35 a.m. Matins & ante -Communion. 7.30 p.m. Easter 
Vigil and Confirmation (the Bishop of Buckingham) 

Easter Day. 

8.0 a.m. Holy Communion. 10.0 a.m. Choral Matins (preacher: 
the Bishop of Oxford), 11.15 a.m. Sung Eucharist (preacher: the 
Dean). 6.0 p.m. Choral Evensong 





Cadiedrals 



You simply must visit Llandaff Cathedral 



The ancient Celtic Cross which stands near the 
Chapter House doorway, testifies to the tradition of 
1400 years of Christian worship. The earliest parts of 
the present Cathedral however, date from the twelfth 
century, when Bishop Urban built the first stone 
church, a Norman replacement for StTeilo's 'Little 
Minster.' 

The new Cathedral was later extended and prospered 
but in the 16th century, following the Reformation, its 
fortunes declined. Repeated storm damage, 
desecration, lost revenue and prolonged neglect led to 
almost total ruin, before restoration during the 18th 
and 19th centuries. 

Extensive and severe war damage in 1941 
necessitated major rebuilding and restoration. Under 
the architect George Pace, this challenging task was 
begun and it included the installation of Jacob 
Epstein's 'Christ in Majesty' Surmounted on a 
parabolic arch, the construction of the St David 
Chapel and the Processional Way. 



THE CATHEDRAL SHOP 

Stocks a wide range of books, guides, Christmas, 
Easter and other cards, quality gifts, prints, calendars, 
souvenirs, tapes and CD's. 

REFRESHMENTS 

Light refreshments are available by arrange 
Administration Office (029 2056 4554) 

CATHEDRAL SERVICES 

Sundays 

7.30 Morning Prayer - 8.00 Holy Eucharist - 9.00 
Parish Eucharist - 11.00 Choral Eucharist - 12.15 
Holy Eucharist - 3.30 Choral Evensong 
- 6.30 Compline 
Weekdays 

Morning and Evening Prayer is said or sung and the 
Eucharist is celebrated daily. 

For times of these services and additional Celebrations 
on Feast Days, please see Cathedral notice board, our 
website (www.llandaffcathedral.org.uk) or ring the 
Cathedral office (029 2056 3897) 



Easter Services at Bath Abbey 

Fri 9th April - Good Friday 

10.30am Cross Walk Service 

11.05am Ecumenical Cross Walks meet in Abbey Churchyard 
Speaker The Revd Pat Betts 
l2-3pm 3 hour Watch Service 
The Way of the Cross 
7.30 pm Meditation for Good Friday 
Music: Miserere Mei Allegri 
Passion Victoria 
The Reproaches John Sanders 

Sun 11th April ~ Easter Day 

6.30am Sunrise Service (Holy Communion and Easter Fire) 

8am Holy Communion 
9.15am Family Communion 
with Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
11am Sung Eucharist 

with the Bishop of Bath and Wells the Rt Revd Peter Price 
Music Coronation Mass Mozart 



3.30pm Choral Evensong 
Music: 0 sons and daughters Walford Davies 
Stanford in G 

Lobet den Herrn J S Bach 
(with the Lorien Ensemble, Leader Lorna Osbon) 
6.30pm Easter Evening Service 






This magnificent Cathedral has been a centre 
of life in Chichester for 900 years. 

Famous for its modem art, Chichester 
Cathedral successfully combines the modern 
with the old, from the medieval Lazarus Reliefs 
to contemporary works by Feibusch, 
Sutherland, Piper and Chagall. 

Guided tours available 
(general or specialist) 

Contact: visitors@chichestercathedral.org.uk 

Telephone: 

01243 812482 

Restaurant in Cloisters 
and Gift Shop in Bell 
Tower. 

Open all year 
07.15-19.00 
(18.00 in winter) 
Admission free. 
Donations invited. 



Chichester Cathedral 




Rochester ^Cathedral 



604AD-2004 

1400 years of worship and history 



Visit England's SECOND oldest cathedral, famous 
for its Norman Nave, fine Norman Crypt, and the 
finest Romanesque facade in England. 

2004 CELEBRATIONS 

A leaflet is available highlighting major events 
during our celebratory year. 

GUIDED TOURS 

Must be arranged in advance at a cost of £3 per 
person. A joint offer including a river trip on the 
"Kingswear Castle ' can also be arranged. 

FRESCO 

A fresco on the theme of baptism, he first Fresco to 
be painted in an English cathedral for 800 years, is 
due to be dedicated on June 24th this year . 



For details of any of the above contact 
Janet Wickens, Visits Officer on (01634) 848664 



TEA ROOMS & SHOPS 

Good disabled access , friendly and helpful staff 




LLANDAFF IS CATHEDRAL 



-r V* 



The building dates back to the 13th century 
Open from 8am to 7pm 
Daily services. Book and Gift shop 
Welcomers on duty most days 
Guided tours by arrangement 



Tel: 02920 564554 
Fax: 02920 563897 



Email: office@llandaffcathedral.org.uk 
www.liandaffcathedral.org.uk 
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World Church 





Forging links with Sierra Leone 



Thanksgiving 
service for 10th 
anniversary of 
South African 
elections 

The 10 th anniversary of South Africa’s first dem- 
ocratic and non-racial election falls on 27 April. 
The inauguration of Nelson Mandela as 
President in May 1994 marked the end of 
apartheid and the birth of the new South Africa. 
The struggle against apartheid engaged and 
inspired people in many parts of the world 
including many British Christian groups and 
individuals. The last ten years have seen a signif- 
icant shift to an inclusive democracy and the 
beginning of a process of social transformation. 

There are clearly many challenges for the next 
decade. From a European perspective we see the 
HIV/AIDS issue together with that of Zimbabwe 
as areas needing closer attention. Within the 
country, the government recognises that some 
of the challenges arise from the lessons of the first 
decade. 

The High Commissioner (the Hon. Lindiwe 
Mabuza) approached Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland at the suggestion of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and wondered if it 
might be possible to mark this important 
anniversary. The consensus is that Sunday 
25 April should be used for worship services and 
prayers. A major service is planned at St Paul’s 




The church on Robben Island, the prison island where 
Nelson Mandela was held for 27 years 



cathedral with Archbishop Desmond Tutu as the 
preacher. Bishop Richard and the Kimberley & 
Kuruman Link Committee hope that it will be 
possible to include this theme on services in the 
Oxford diocese on that day and offer the follow- 
ing prayer. 

Loving and patient God \ 

creator of the blue skies and deep seas over and 
around the mountains and plains of Africa; 

We thank you for the signs of healing , growth and 
development which have been seen in the last ten 
years in South Africa. 

As we look to the future , we pray that those who 
lead and take responsibility may genuinely serve 
their people and serve continually for strategies and 
policies for the good of all. 

Within that diverse nation we especially pray for 
the people of the Northern Cape and North West 
Provinces which fall within our link Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman - for Bishop Itumeleng 
and the clergy and people who work with him to 
minister to the many and specific needs in this time 
of transition. 

Lord in your mercy 

Revd Nick Molony, link co-ordinator with Kimberley 
and Kuruman Diocese 



The connection between Olney, Bucks and 
Newton, Sierra Leone goes back to the time 
when John Newton, formerly a slave-trader in 
West Africa, came to the town as curate of its 
beautiful church. John Newton became a 
famous preacher and writer of hymns, of which 
the most famous ‘Amazing Grace’, reached the 
top of the pops a few years ago. Newton’s later 
association with William Wilberforce in the 
abolition of slavery caused his name to be given 
to a small village outside Freetown where ex- 
slaves were resettled in the early 19th century. 

A few years ago the village of Newton came 
to be known in Olney through Moussa Conteh, 
a Sierra Leonian and for many years Christian 
Aid rep for the Chiltems. Olney Parish Church 
was able to begin a friendship with its opposite 
number in Newton - and then the rebels 
arrived, Newton village was burnt down, its 
people fled, and were subjected to the reign of 
terror, killings, amputations and rape with 
which that war became associated. Somehow 
we were able to maintain contact and even had 
a visit from Bishop Lynch of^Freetown, who 
shared his personal story of a brave and fearful 
encounter with the rebels in his own home. 
Since then peace has been restored, thanks in 
no small measure to the presence of British 
troops and UN peacekeepers in the territory. 
Meanwhile the link has developed with the 
exchange of letters, gifts and personal visits In 
2002 a formal friendship link was agreed 
between the two town councils and since then 
the project has been taken up in the schools. 



Following my visit in 2001 a committee was 
formed in Olney to fundraise on behalf of 
Newton to help rebuild 150 of the houses 
destroyed in the war. £15,000 has been sent out 
and 40 new homes are nearing completion. 

Links like this contain raw material for 
rebuilding our world. It has been widely publi- 
cised in the local press and has created awareness 
and concern which is helping people discover 
that the world ‘out there’ is made up of people 
like us. It is also helping to dispel the stereotype 
of Africa as a fearful place to be avoided at all 
costs.We still get strange looks for our foolhardi- 
ness but we have come safely home - and people 
are beginning to queue up to go out! 

Peace in Sierra Leone has really come to stay. 
There is stable government and rebel arms have 
been handed over. Many of the displaced per- 
sons’ camps have been demolished as people 
have returned to their villages. In Freetown, 
roads and buildings are being rebuilt and the 
docks are busy with container ships. Sierra 
Leone remains the poorest country in the 
world, but it is ready for investors to develop 
its many human, mineral and other resources. 
The sandy beaches are superb and it should 
have a tourist trade to rival the Gambia as soon 
as people with money can be persuaded that it 
is safe to spend it there. 

We still have a lot of funds to raise, and I 
should be very glad to hear of anyone who 
would like me to come and talk about it. 

Rena Partridge 

Licensed Lay Minister, Olney SS Peter and Paul 



Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or GiM. PO Box 20 (CP), Braunton. Devon. EX33 2YX (01271) 817093 
www.stngleandchristian.co.uk 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire Valley tranquil riverside house 
in a charming village near Saumur is 
simply furnished, but comfortable. You 
can fish from the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October and sleeps six plus; from £250 per week 
but reductions are possible especially for those in ministry. 
Telephone: 01993 813569 evenings or 0976 438336 day. 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISING 

PUBLISHER, 

In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement, or part of an advertisement, the publisher will either 
re- insert the advert or make a reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost of the advert. 

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the publisher be that for 
any error ormisprint or omission exceed 

(a) the full amount of a full refund of the price paid to the publisher for 
theadvertisement in connection with which liability arose or 

(b) the cost of a further or corrected advertisement of a type and 
standard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which the 
liability arose. 

COPY. 

All copy is subject to approval of the publisher who reserves the right 
to refuse, amend, withdraw or otherwise deal with advertisements 
submitted to them at their discretion and without explanation. 
CANCELLATION, 

Advertisements, once booked can be cancelled no later than 7 days 
prior to thepublication date. 

BQX.NUMR.EBS, 

Box number replies will be forwarded as soon as possible. We do not 
accept liability in respect of any loss or damage alleged to have arisen 
through delay in forwarding such replies, however caused. 
ELECTRONI C T RANSMISSION , 

We are able to receive copy electronically by ISDN and E-mail. Please 
liaise with your customer account manager to establish the format in 
which the copy should be sent. 

CRE D IT TERMS. 

1. All accounts must be paid within 14 days of date of invoice unless a 
credit account is opened. Advertisers given a credit status must settle 
invoices within 28 days of the date of invoice. The existence of a query 
on an individual account does not affect the due date of payment. 

2. All advertisers are subject to VAT at the current rate where 
applicable. 

3. All advertisers must raise a query with regard to an invoice within 7 
days of the date of the invoice. We will aim to reply to any queries 
raised within 7 days of a written receipt of the query. 
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MIDWINTER 

TABLEWARE 

Popular patterns 
available for 
replacements/additions 
We also buy 
Call: 

020 88884725 




COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 




FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

[01234)325531 



Artists in Staged Glass 

DAViD Wasley 

fllA.ATC.DipAD.FrtiGP. 

ConSERVAtOR^ 
RlstORivTiori Specialist 

01494 773712 

'www.3RpffliLLEnnivmARjisTs.co.VK 




CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 
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DIOCESAN CHURCH HOUSE • NORTH HINKSEY • OXFORD • 0X2 oNB 

THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD REPORTER 

IN BERKSHIRE, OXFORDSHIRE AND BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 

Approx Subscription and 
Distribution Breakdown 

Abingdon 
Milton Keynes 
Bracknell 
Mursley 
Bradfield 
Newport Pagnell 
Maidenhead 
Wendover 
Newbury 
Wycombe 
Reading 

Aston& Cuddesdon 
Sonning 
Bicester & Islip 
White Horse 
Chipping Norton 
Wallingford 
Cowley 
Wantage 
Deddington 




Amersham 

Henley 

Aylesbury 

Oxford 

Buckingham 



Witney 

Burnham 

Woodstock 

Claydon 



ADVERTISING 
RATES 200 A 



Display 
Front Page 
Back Page 
Leaflet Inserts 
Series Discount 

Terms: 



PER SINGLE COLUMN 
CENTIMETRE 

£5.00 

£10.00 

£6.00 

Details on Request 
For 3, 6 or 12 
Insertions 

Strictly 14 Days 




40,000 Copies Monthly 

the Door 

Produced by Cross Publications 

The Old Bakehouse, 1242A Evesham Road, 
Astwood Bank, Redditch, Worcestershire B96 6AA 

Telephone: 01527 892945 

Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 
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Ever wish you had a second chance at Education P 



RETURN TO LEARN at 

PLATER COLLEGE OXFORD 

• No entrance qualifications • No fees (subject to status) 
• No age too old (min age 20) 

Study for the 1 year Certificate of Higher Education course(equivalent 
to the first year of a university degree) in the following pathways: 

Social Administration, Legal Studies, Theology and Social 
Studies, Business Studies with Business Ethics 
(City & Guilds IT Short Courses also available) 

You can live in our own purpose built accommodation 
or attend daily if you live locally 

To find out more contact Monica Dolton, Tel: 0800 083 0813 (Freephone) 

Or email: admissions@plater.ac.uk Or visit our website: www.plater.ac.uk 



plater 

ICOLLEGE 



OXFORD 



RCN: 309719 



Come on a 
FREE taster course 
24 - 26 May 2004 
Call for details! 



OXFORD 

BROOKES \ 

UNIVERSITY 



School of Arts 
and Humanities 



we have everything you need 
to learn a new language 

Evening Courses start Monday 26 April 

You will rapidly master your chosen language, whether it be 
Chinese - Danish - Dutch - French - German - Italian - Japanese ~ 

Polish - Portuguese - Spanish ~ Swedish ~ Turkish 

AS/A2 level Revision Days 

Film Studies AS- level revision day, Saturday 15 May 

(closing date for applications 23 April) 

Film Studies A2-level revision day, Saturday 22 May 
(closing date for applications 30 April) 

Intensive Weekend Courses 

French or Spanish weekend - Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 June 
Italian weekend - Saturday 19 and Sunday 20 June 

Summer Courses Abroad - residential schools in France and Italy 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 
Tel: 01865 483692 
Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 
Oxford Brookes University 
Headington Campus 
Oxford OX3 0BP 



www.brookes.ac.uk 



Christ Church Cathedral School 




VOICE TRIAL 

by arrangement 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees 

Boys' Day Preparatory School, 3 to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modern practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with beautiful 
playing fields, we offer outstanding cultural 
opportunities. 

For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford 0X1 1QW 
Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

e-mail: registrar@cccs.org.uk 
Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 




Our family-style boarding school, 
with 85% boarders, the 92 acres 
of glorious Cotswold countryside 
and the belief that education 
should develop the whole person 
preparing them for the realities of 
life. 

Kingham Hill was founded in 
1886 by the Christian 
Philanthropist Charles Baring 
Young and it continues to offer its 
students the opportunity to 
discover Christianity as a real and 
active part of their lifestyle. You 
can find out more by visiting our 
website which is full of up-to-date 
news of the School. 
www.kingham-hill.oxon.sch.uk 



Kingham Hill 



We offer our 250, 11-18 year old 
girls and boys a wide range of 
creative and educational 
opportunities which help them to 
form positive attitudes and 
develop genuine strength of 
character. Everyone at Kingham 
Hill is treated as an individual 
and their strengths and gifts are 
recognised and encouraged. 

We are leaders in the 
development of AVCE's, an 
alternative option to the 
traditional A level, and our sixth- 
form students leave School, either 




VINEY HILL 

CHRISTIAN ADVENTURE 
CENTRE 

'Inspiring growth through adventure" 

The ideal venue for your residential 
activity event Accommodation for up 
to 42 in the Old Vicarage and 80 on 
Cross Meadow campsite. 

Set In beautiful Forest of Dean with easy access 
to the River Wye and Symonds Yat Rocks and 
offering a wide range of adventure activities. 

Contact: 01594 516162 
E-mail: viney.hill@bigfoot.com 
Web: www.vineyhilladventure.org 

AALA licence R1023 




LADYMEDE SCHOOL 

Little Kimble, Aylesbury, Bucks HP17 OXP. 
Tel: 01844 346154 Fax: 01844 275660 
wwwJadymedeschool.btJCks3cti.uk 

A Co-Educational Preparatory Day School 3 - 11 years 



Founded in 1939, Ladymede offers a first class education 
with excellent results to local 1 1 + Grammar Schools and 
Senior Independent Schools. 

Come and see for yourself what Ladymede can offer your 
child. For more information please contact the school by 
telephone or email. 

• Confident pupils • Successful pupils • Courteous pupils 

• Traditional values in a caring and stimulating environment 

• Friendly family atmosphere 

• A happy and purposeful working environment 

• All Day Care offered 7.45am - 6.30pm 

• Wide extra-curricular activities 

• Partial academic scholarships available 
from 7 years 

• Ladymede is a member of LSA 

• We warmly welcome visitors throughout 
the year 



OPEN 

DAY 

Monday 3rd 
May 2004 
9.30- 11.30 






Cranford House 

...Where Tradition Meets 
Tomorrow 



An Independent GSA School for girls 3-16 
and boys 3-7 

• New senior library & teaching block 

• Purpose built nursery for 3-4 year olds 

• School Transport available in selected areas 

• Development of confidence, character 
and personality 

• All-round opportunities for every pupil 

For further details and to arrange a visit please 
contact: 

Mrs Joan Gibson 
Headmistress 

Cranford House School, Moulsford, 
Oxfordshire 0X10 9HT 

Telephone: 01491 651218 

E.Mail: office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
www.cranfbrdhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
Cranford House is situated on the A329 between 
Streadey and Wallingford 

Registered Charity No: 280883 



for university or employment, 
equipped with skills which enable 
them to practically develop their 
studies and career, and many 
large companies warmly welcome 
young people with such 
qualifications. 

Through our extra-curricular 
activities which include our 
outdoor-pursuits programme, we 
offer students the chance to 
develop their leadership skills. 
Sport is strong at Kingham Hill 
and students enjoy sub-aqua and 
water-polo along with swimming 
in our new 25-metre indoor pool. 
Team games and our famed 
assault course, which is 



sometimes used by the BBC, 
offer wonderful team-building 
exercises! 

Because Kingham Hill is a small 
school, many parents are 
attracted by the individual 
attention that we invest in each 
child and by the pastoral care we 
give. One parent who has sent 
three sons and a daughter to 
Kingham Hill, says: 'I really value 
all that Kingham Hill has to offer 
- it's a real community with the 
students having strong loyalties to 
other members of their House. 
Each House is an enlarged family 
where students and house parents 
support each other maintaining a 
true family feel. The day students 
are encouraged to stay 
throughout the evening so that 



they too can be a real part of the 
boarding community. My children 
have done exceptionally well at 
Kingham Hill, and have developed 
friendships that will last for life/ 
The best way to experience 
Kingham Hill is by visiting us! On 
1st May 2004 from 9.30am 
onwards, we are holding an Open 
Morning to which you are warmly 
invited. Call 01608 658999 for 
more details or to arrange a visit 
at another time. 

Another way to experience a real 
leer of Kingham Hill is to watch 
our brand-new DVD - we believe 
we are the first school to have 
produced one! 

Please call us for your own copy. 

We look forward to meeting 
you! 




LAPS 



Presentation College 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

An Independent Catholic Day School for Boys 3-11 (Co-ed Nursery) 

OPEN MORNINGS 

WEDNES. 5th MAY and THURS. 27th May 
10.00am - 12.00pm 
61 Bath Road, Reading RG30 2BB 
Tel: 0118 9572861 Fax: 0118 9572220 
Web: www.presentationcollege.co.uk 

‘Excellence within a caring environment’ 

Visits welcome to the Senior School and Co-ed Sixth Form by Appointment 

ISA 




CHRISTIAN RUN 
RESIDENTIAL FIELD CENTRE 
FOR SCHOOL GROUPS 

Let us help you take the stress 
out of a school trip 

AS/A2, IB, GCSE ~ BIOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY 
wide variety of issues for individual projects 
programmes for all exam boards 
tutored by our staff or own run 
KEY STAGES 2 & 3 
Environmental study weeks 
with optional dinghy sailing 
canoeing, orienteering 
and evening programmes 

MAJOR FACILITIES UPGRADE JANUARY 2005 
BOOK NOW FOR 2005 
also some availablility for Autumn 2004 

01983 522195 

www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk 



- *>• 




ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 

READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18 years, situated close 
to Reading University and convenient to the town centre and M4 




Open to girls of all denominations and faiths 
High academic reputation 
Strong music and drama tradition 
Artistic talent and practical skills encouraged 
at all ages 

After school care for children aged 
3 to 1 1 years 

Supervised after school study for Senior 
Department pupils 



For a prospectus or to arrange a visit, please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL, 

UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING 
BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 01 18 966 1000 

www.st-josephs.reading.sch.uk 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls 
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Halfmoon 

Educational 

Books 

Supplying Christian ‘Home 
Schoolers’ throughout the 
UK with high quality Books 
and Curriculum. K-12 

Free catalogue available... 
e-mail: peteglen@gofree. indigo. ie 

Our Lady’s Convent 

Apart from ongoing studies and the best results yet in A Level 
and GCSE there is much to enrich the daily experience of girls at 
Our Lady's. 

Year 10 girls studying Art admired the work of award winning 
illustrator Korky Paul who visited in January. With detailed 
illustrations and original artwork for one of his titles he described 
the processes involved. 

Each year we shadow the Carnegie and Kate Greenaway medals 
a scheme which invites young people to read and discuss books 
shortlisted for the prestigious awards. The library is the hub for 
keen shadowers and the reading frenzy culminates in the 
Abingdon Forum run jointly with local schools. The outstanding 
artwork of one of our Year 7 students last year has been featured 
on the 2004 promotional leaflet for the CKG medals sent to 
schools this month. 

The Lower Sixth Young Enterprise Company the K Original Polka 
Dot Company ' won "Best Marketing Strategy/' Beyond car 
washing and waitressing the girls managed a delightful series of 
dance-with-drama workshops for 4-11 year olds on six 
consecutive Saturdays culminating in a brilliant show for all the 
families. Our year 10 Company Sweet 16 chose to make the 
most of special occasion selling focusing on painting terracotta 
pots filled with sweets or compost with seeds for Christmas, 
Valentine's Day and Mothers' Day. 

What better chance to experience big business than by visiting 
the Big Apple itself? Students from OLC had the opportunity to 
do just that when they took part in a three-day study tour to New 
York. They attended informative seminars on the marketing of 
major tourist attractions, and saw the impact of 9/11 on New 
York businesses. They discovered a resilient city. 

Fundraising for seven Lower Sixth girls going on the World 
Challenge to Peru has been highly successful and they hope to 
meet their personal targets each raising £3,000 at a promises 
auction later this month. 

Art exhibitions, concerts, plays, language trips, adventure 
weekend and sporting exploits will continue to punctuate our 
work as we seek to make the most of the opportunities open to 
us... 



IAPS, Co-Ed, Boarding & Day, Prep School for 3-13 year olds. 



the best days 
of your life 



close to 

Aylesbury, Buckingham, Woburn, 
Milton Keynes, Leighton Buzzard 



For details contact Mrs C Hollowday 

Swanbourne House 



telephone 01296 720 264 
fax 01296 728 089 

web site www.swanbourne.org 
email office@swanbourne.org 



Why come to 

Swanbourne? 



In June 2003 Swanbourne won a 
Kings Scholarship to Eton for the 
second year running, the top schol- 
arship to Bedford, the top day 
scholarship to Stowe, the top all- 
rounders award to Repton, the 
Jolie Brise all-rounders to 
Dauntseys, the Roxburgh all- 
rounders award to Stowe, an 
English prize to Oundle and further 
sports and academic awards. In 
addition to scholarships and CE 
passes, for the second time in the 
last four years, our pupils have won 
the Gordonstoun Challenge, which 
is a huge test of problem solving, 
teamwork and general knowledge. 
We provide a myriad of opportuni- 
ties for personal development 
through activities, sport, the Arts, 
holiday clubs and trips abroad. Our 
games programme is impressive. 
We cater for children with a broad 
range of academic ability. 

The Prep school has a strong spiri- 
tual heart. All of the senior staff 
are Christian and all of them take 
chapel. Daily services are challeng- 
ing and we defy the world and talk 
about real issues. There, are termly 
"Feature Services", but the most 



important thing we do is to give the 
chance for confirmation. It is a 
choice and in a typical year, ten 
children will make their own com- 
mitments at a celebratory service. 
Our setting is idyllic, in rural 
Buckinghamshire. We are only 
forty-five minutes from Oxford, 
Brackley, Banbury, Tring and 
Dunstable, and within very easy 
reach of Buckingham, Aylesbury, 
Leighton Buzzard, Milton Keynes, 
Woburn and Princes Risborough. 
We are a dynamic boarding alter- 
native to many schools in the area 
and often the first choice for those 
looking for a few years boarding 
before Public School at 13+. 

Julie and Stephen Goodhart are 
the well-established Heads of seven 
years and are described in the 
Daily Telegraph Guide as "warm, 
friendly and experienced". The last 
two recent inspections have 
described Swanboume's boarding 
preparation for public school at 
13+ as outstanding. Visit 
Swanbourne and you can be 
assured of a warm welcome. Our 
enthusiasm is tangible and you will 
wish you were a child again. 



Try something different! 



WEC Camps offer an action packed, 
challenging experience; a chance to make 
new new friends; time to just get away from 
it all and crash out. 

Our camps are under canvas, home for the 
week being a bell tent in a farmer's field. 
Camp beds, blankets and pillows are 
provided so youngsters have some home 
comforts. 

We know the value of leaving the everyday 
patterns and pressures for a time. Getting 
away from the school and home 
environment many find their confidence and 
social skills increase and an important part 
of the maturing process is enhanced. Facing 
challenges and learning in a relaxed informal 
group situation, is also part of the positive 



experience gained, when individuals or youth 
groups get away together. 

WEC Camps aim to give young people a 
first class holiday in a safe Christian 
environment. We give clear Christian 
teaching and present what God's people are 
doing around the world. Usually there are a 
number of young people from overseas, so 
camp itself can be quite international. 

Our varied programme, caters for the sporty 
and not so energetic: camp games, outdoor 
activities, sports, crafts, and time just to 
crash out. The cost is inclusive of the 
general activities, with certain "specials" 
subsidised by the camp. 

This year: Charmouth, Dorset / Beer, Devon. 
Cost from: £90 



Halfmoon Educational Books & Resources 



As we survey the educational 
ruins around us, classical and 
Christian education appears to 
be an idea whose time has 
come. 

Actually, in the light of history, it is 
a concept whose time has come 
again. More and more Christian 
parents are seeing the failures of 
modem socialistic education — 
and these failures have been mon- 
umental — such parents are hun- 
gering for a substantive alterna- 
tive, one that has been tested 
before, and found to be good. 
Classical and Christian education 



Make Money@Home 



Make your house work for you! 
If you are a qualified EFL teacher 
with a spare room, why not host 
and teach mature overseas students 
on short courses. Excellent rates. 
Call Lynn on: 08456 588 440 
or email: learn@intuitionlang.com 



Action Packed! 

Tel: oi 753 278113 Mission Teaching 

FOR: 10-21 yrs / WHERE: Devon & Dorset 
WHEn: July & August / PROW: £90 

For more details & free video loan contact: 
youth Office, WEC International, Bulstrode, 
Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, Bucks SL9 8SZ 

Email: youth-bulstrode@lineone.net Website: www.weccamps.com Ref: RP/04 



FERNDALE 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 

CitabLii.fis.ci in IQj2 



Day Co-Education for 3-11 year oids 
Excellent academic record 
2003 : 83 places awarded 
Abingdon, Cokethorpe, Headington, 

Magdalen College, Our Lady's 
Convent Oxford High, Rendcomb, St 
Helen & St Katharine 
Almost 100% level 4 and above at 
Key Stage 2 SATS { Most level 5) 

100% level 2 and above at 
Key Stage 1 SATS {Many level 3} 

Broad, enlightened curriculum 
Happy, caring environment 
Wide range of extra-curricular 
Activity, including Sport Art Drama 
Music, Dance, Chess, Judo, Cookery 
IT and Swimming 

POSSIBLE OXFORD COACH SERVICE 
COMMENCING SEPTEMBER 2004 

Please telephone the Headmaster 
Christopher Curl, MA, t B.Ed for further details 
5/7 Bromsgrove, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7JF 
Telephone: 01367 240618 



Fantastic results at 
Ferndale Prep School 

Ferndale Prep School in Faringdon has just received 
another outstanding set of examination results to Senior 
Schools at 11. Ferndale, a non-selective independent 
school for boys and girls ages 3-11, has always had 
unusual success in getting children into a range of schools 
- including some of the most academically demanding. 
After last year's record number of successes the results 
this year were expected to be less favourable - but that 
has not been the case. Most of their boys are taking up 
places at Magdalen College, Oxford or Abingdon School; 
the girls are predominantly going to The School of St 
Helen and St Katharine or Our Lady's Convent in 
Abingdon. Results included 6 Scholarships/Exhibitions. 
The others have all been successful in gaining places to a 
wide range of senior schools including Dauntsey's, 
Kingham Hill, King Edward's, Bath, Cokethorpe, 
Wychwood, Rendcomb, Pate's Grammar & St Edward's 
in Cheltenham. 

The Headmaster was so delighted he cancelled lessons 
and as a special treat arranged an entertainer for the 
whole school as well as a special lunch including choco- 
lates for everyone. The teachers had champagne. 

For more information about the school please telephone 
Liz Cunningham (01367 240618). 



presents them with just such an 
alternative. 

"Classical Education & the Home 
School" - Doug Wilson 
As can be read in the extract 
above 'Classical' Education is not 
new... nor is Home Education. 
More and more Christian families 
in the UK are undertaking the 
challenge of educating those 'pre- 
cious' gifts that God has blessed 
them with... their children! The 
reasons for this undertaking may 
vary, but the under-lying motive is 
always the same... the desire to 
provide their children with a Godly 
Education as they grow and 
mature. Thus enabling them to 
take their place in society as Godly 
Men & Women. 

For further information on the 
subject of Home education you 
can contact peter at: Halfmoon 



Educational Books &. Resources. 
Email: 

peteglen@gofree.indigo.ie or 
ph/fax 00 353 51 385911 



I.A.P.S. 



C.S.A. 



St George’s School, 
Windsor Castle 

Visit our extensive 
website to find out 
more! 

Tel: 01753 865553 

Email: 

enqs@stgwindsor.co.uk 

Website: 

www.stgwindsor.co.uk 



OUR 

founded in Abingdon in 1860 by the Sisters of Mercy 



ou OP 



CONVENT SENIOR SCHOOL 

for 390 Girls aged 11-18 

Radley Rd, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3PS 

Tel: 01235 524658 

• caring Christian environment 

• chapel • scholarships 9 bursaries 

• high academic standards 

• superb ICT Suites and Sixth Form Centre 

• stunning user friendly library 

• small classes 

• attractive modern facilities 

• playing fields • sports hall 

• large indoor heated swimming pool 
• extensive bus network 
www.olcss.org.uk email: office@olcss.org.uk 
Why not telephone for a prospectus? 
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The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events 
compiled by Clare Wenham and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your 

events in to the door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 
April 2004 The deadline for the May issue is 14 April 



APRIL 

Fri 2 DEDDINGTON Collegium 
Regale Choir from Cambridge, 
Parish Church 7.30pm, in aid of 
Living Rooms Project. 01869 
337052. 

Sat 3 CHIPPING NORTON J.S. 
and C.P.E. Bach Magnificats , 
Chipping Norton Choral Soc, St 
Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
01993 830783. 

Sat 3 EDGCOTT near Aylesbury 
Spring Fair: home-made cakes, 
books, fancy goods, in aid of St 
Michael & all Angels Church 
(Swan Group). 01296 770453. 




'Accused 7 by E Charlotte 
Wright, Stations of the Cross 
exhibitions at St Michaels in 
the Northgate, Cornmarket 
Oxford, until April 16. 

Sat 3 OXFORD Church Mission 
Bociety Coffee Morning and Bring 
&c Buy Sale, St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Rd. 10.30am-12 noon; 
speakers from Kenya and Black- 
bird Leys. 01865 873184. 

Sat 3 OXFORD (Cumnor) 
Vivaldi’s Gloria, Faure’s Requiem 



fCumnor Choral Society), St 
Michael’s Church 7.30pm. 01865 
553268. 

Sat 3 WENDOVER Concert of 
classical music (piano) St Mary’s 
Church 8pm, £10. 01296 622805. 
Sun 4 BANBURY ‘Jesus: This is 
Your Life - celebration of history 
of his followers from the roman 
soldier at the cross to the present 
day’, written and presented by local 
churches. St Mary’s Church 6pm. 
01295 262370. 

Sun 4 BINFIELD Dvorak’s Stabat 
Mater (Bracknell Choral Society), 
Newbold College Church, 7.30pm. 
Tickets 01344 459978, 

<www.bracknellchoral. org.uk> 
Sun 4 MILTON KEYNES Mozart 
Requiem , etc. (Cornerstone Chamber 
Orchestra & Choir), Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone 7.45pm. 
Tickets 01908 246486 or on door. 
Sun 4 OXFORD African 
Children’s Choir, Oxford 
Community School, Glanville Rd. 
7pm. Tickets 01865 772152. 

Sun 4 SILCHESTER Parish 
Church Palm Sunday walk and 
open-air eucharist; 9.50am walk 
starts Calleva Roman Museum; 
11am open-air Eucharist in Roman 
amphitheatre. 0118 970 0546 or 
0647. 

Mon 5 IVER Stainer’s 
Crucifixion (Richings Choral Soc.) 
St Peter’s Church 8pm. 
Programmes £5 inc. light refresh- 
ments. 01753 535184. 

Mon 5 - Fri 9 HAZLEMERE 
‘Enter the Passion of Jesus’, Holy 
Trinity Church (Mon-Thu 7- 
10pm; Tue-Fri 10am-2pm): 
church open for interactive dis- 
play of art and spirituality going 
through Jesus’ journey to the 



cross. 01494 713848. 

Wed 7 TILEHURST Stainer’s 
Crucifixion (Reading Concert 
singers and combined church 
choirs) St Mary Magdalen Church 
7.30pm. Retiring collection. 0118 
9425290. 

Fri 9 READING Stainer’s 
Crucifixion (Reading Concert 
singers and combined church 
choirs) St Agnes Church 7.30pm. 
Retiring collection. 0118 9425290. 
Fri 9 MILTON KEYNES Music 
for Good Friday (Choir &c 
Chamber Ensemble of City 
Church), Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone 7.30pm. Tickets 
01908 246486. 

Sun 1 1 MILTON KEYNES 

Easter Festival of Praise (Choir of 
City Church with Cornerstone 
Brass), Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone 6pm. Free. 

Sun 18 DUCKLINGTON 
Fritillary Sunday, Ducklington 
Church: fritillary field, stalls, light 
lunches from 11.30am, cream teas 
2-5pm, handbells, morris dancers, 
in aid of church funds. Service 
5.30pm. 01993 772175, 

www.ducklingtonchurch.org.uk 
Fri 23 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231, 

Sat 24 WINKFIELD Knight’ 
Music, St Martin’s Church, 
Chavey Down 7.30pm. 01344 
883047. 

Sat 24 THAME ‘Flanders and 
Swann - Fifty Years On’: hear their 
songs live, St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm, in aid of Friends of St 
Mary’s. Tickets 01844 213491. 
Sat 24 HENLEY Haydn’s Maria 
Teresa Mass, Vivaldi, Monteverdi, 



St Mary’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
01491 577527 or on door. 

Sun 25 MILTON KEYNES 

Special service for 10th anniversary 
of ordination of Anglican women 
priests, Cross &c Stable Church, 
Downs Barn (off Overstreet V5) 
11am followed by bring & share 
lunch. 01908 664107. 

Sun 25 READING 
St Mary’s, 6.30pm Bishop John 
Bone will preach on the theme 
‘faith, love, hope’ to celebrate the 
anniversary. 

Sun 25 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Eucharist to celebrate 10th 
anniversary on the theme of ‘All 
One in Christ’.- Bishop of 
Buckingham to preach. Contact 
01494 784479 for information. 
Sun 25 ABINGDON 
Eucharist service at St Helen’s with 
theme of ‘sharing in Christ’s priest- 
hood’, 6.30pm. Will celebrate the 
inclusiveness and complementarity 
which the ordination of women 
brought to the ministry of the 
Church. All clergy, male and 
female, are invited to robe. Dress 
will be alb and white stole. If you 
would like to robe please come to 
St Helen’s Church centre by 6pm. 
Sun 25 BANBURY 
St Mary’s 6.30pm Celebrating 10 
years of women and men serving as 
priests together. Three men/women 
pairs telling their story and hopes 
for the future. LLMs and clergy are 
invited to robe and gather by 
6.10pm. 

Mon 29 AMERSHAM-on-the- 
Hill (and last Monday each 
month) ‘Extended Quiet Healing’: 
ministry from healing team each 
half hour 4-6pm St Michael’s 
Church. 01494 726680. 



Courses 

Diocese of Oxford 

24 April Planning & Leading All 
Age Worship Westbury Pavilion 
10am-4pm £15 (bring lunch) 

8 May Homosexuality & the 
Bible St Mary’s Church centre, 
Twyford 10am-4pm £15 (bring 
lunch) 

Sheila Townsend, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 208277, 
<sheila.townsend @oxford. 
anglican.org>. 

Rolling Programme 

Summer term: 6-week courses 
(different venues and evenings): 
Introduction to Christian Worship; 
Initiation - Baptism & Confirmation 

Sheila Townsend, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 01865 208277, 
<sheila.toumsend @oxford. 
anglican.org>. 

St Albans & Oxford Ministry 
Coufse 5- and 10- week courses 
starting 27 April: Introducing 
the OT, Christology & the 
Trinity, NT Theology, Human 
Development, Faith Develop- 
ment, Recent Liturgical Develop- 
ments, Communicating the 
Gospel, Ethics, and more 
Ripon College, Cuddesdon 
Gill Pratley, SAOMC, Diocesan 
Church House, tel. 208260. 

Milton Keynes Training 

28 April Community & 

Personal Ethics (4 weeks), 
Bradwell Chapel, 7.45-9.45pm. 



26 May Preaching Good News 
(2 weeks) Freeman Methodist 
church, Bletchley, 7.45-9.45pm 
16 June Pastoral Care (5 weeks) 
Newport Pagnell Methodist 
Church, 7.45-9.45pm 
£5.50 per session 
Jane Jowitt, do Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, MK13 
9AA, <mktraincom@aol.com> 



Amersham-on-the-Hill 

24 April Introduction to Origen 
Find out about the thought of this 
early church figure (no previous 
knowledge of church history/ the- 
ology assumed). St Michael’s 
Church, 1.30-5pm. £10 (£5 stu- 
dents). 

Book 01494 583266 or 
<www.EarlyChurch.co.uk>. 

28 April War on Terror Is there a 
place for impartial humanitarian 
response in a world divided by 
war on terror? Mike Aaronson, 
Director General of Save the 
Children. St Michael’s Church 
8pm. 

Tickets £9/£6 01494 726680. 



BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday breakfast 
Sundays 0-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



April Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



Let us pray to God our Father 
for: 

Thursday 1 The DOOR : edi- 
tor - Rebecca Paveley; assistant 

- Penny Stephens; those who 
contribute to the contents, pro- 
duction, distribution and recy- 
cling. 

Friday 2 Oxford Deaf Choir 
and all connected with signing. 
Saturday 3 Diocesan Council 
for the Deaf: officers - Eddie 
Shirras, Philip Lovegrove, Jane 
Tolson; chaplains > Roger 
Williams, Ben Whitaker; Vera 
Hunt; licensed lay ministers - 
E.D. Prytherch, B. Armour, C. 
Powell, K. Dyson, J. Palmer, 
Ursula Coles, Mary Lovegrove. 

PALM SUNDAY 
Sunday 4 7 tell you, if these 
[disciples] keep silence, the 
stones will cry out 3 . We pray 
for all who preach or proclaim 
the gospel in art, music and 
drama. 

Monday 5 Goring with South 
Stoke: clergy - Hilary Campbell. 
Henley with Remenham: clergy 

- David Pritchard, John Bone, 
Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga. 
Tuesday 6 Rotherfield 
Peppard and Kidmore End 
and Sonning Common: clergy 

- Graham Foulis-Brown, 
Hugh Warwick, Barry Olsen. 
Wednesday 7 Langtree 
Team Ministry: clergy - Kevin 
Davies, Nelva Moss, John 
Evans, Angela Linton, Peter 



Steddon; licensed lay minister 

- Brian Turner. 

Thursday 8 MAUNDY 
THURSDAY T ray not to he 
put to the test. 3 
Friday 9 GOOD FRIDAY 

‘ Father ; forgive them; they do 
not know what they are 
doing. 3 

Saturday 10 EASTER EVE 

'And on the Sabbath day they 
rested, as the Law required. 3 

EASTER DAY 
Sunday 11 J have seen the 
Lord (]ohn 20:18). Alleluia: 
He is risen! 

Monday 12 Nettlebed with 
Bix, FTighmoor and Pishill and 
Rotherfield Greys: clergy - 
Brendan Bailey, Elisabeth Lakey. 
Nuffield: clergy - John Shearer. 
Tuesday 13 Shiplake with 
Dunsden and Harpsden: clergy 

- Martin Connop Price, 
Stephen Cousins, Dick Chown. 
Wednesday 14 Reading 
Deanery. The large and vibrant 
deanery with its many parishes, 
clergy and laity working togeth- 
er for the kingdom. Area dean - 
Brian Shenton; synod lay chair- 
man - Mary Harwood; clergy - 
Susan Van Beveren, Colin Bass, 
Elizabeth Jackson, Roger 
Williams; licensed lay ministers 

- Clifford Powell, Tony Bushell, 
Ken Dyson, Janice Palmer; Len 
Harris. 

Thursday 15 Caversham 
Group Ministry. Caversham St 
Peter and Mapledurham St 



Margaret: clergy - Richard 
Kingsbury, Alveen Thoresen, 
Heather Serjeant, Keith Knee- 
Robinson; licensed lay minis- 
ter - John Madeley, Bill 
Vincent. St Andrew: clergy - 
Keith Kinnaird. 

Friday 1 6 St John the Baptist: 
clergy - Philip Dallaway. St 
Barnabas with Caversham Park 
Local Ecumenical Partnership: 
clergy - Derek Chandler, Lynne 
Davies, Margaret Dimmick; 
licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Gash, Paula Andrews. 
Saturday 17 Woodley Team 
Ministry: Woodley St John the 
Evangelist with Emmanuel 
Church Centre and Woodley 
Airfield Church: clergy - Ann 
Douglas, Jon Honour, Jason 
Reid, Lyn Comerford; licensed 
lay minister - Susan Walters. 
Southlake St James: licensed lay 
ministers - David Fulford, David 
Karsten, Michael Patterson. 

Sunday 18 

Monday 19 Earley St Peter: 
clergy - Derek Spears, 
Rosalind Rutherford; licensed 
lay ministers - Roy Baxter, 
Carole Cull, Elizabeth 
Harland. Earley St Nicholas: 
clergy - Dan Tyndall. Earley 
Trinity Local Ecumenical 
Partnership: clergy - Simon 
Howard, Nick Thompson. 
Tuesday 20 Reading All 
Saints: clergy - Henry Everett: 
licensed lay ministers - Sylvia 
Cummins, Anthony Green. 



Wednesday 21 Reading St 
John the Evangelist and St 
Stephen: clergy - Tony Vigars, 
Suzanne Knight, Ali Marshall, 
Nick Benson; licensed lay min- 
isters - Alan Lawrence, Peter 
Marshall, Jeremy Thake. 
Reading St Luke with St 
Bartholomew: clergy - Nigel 
Hardcastle, Brian Blackman, 
Christine Blackman. 
Thursday 22 Reading St 
Mary with St Laurence: clergy 

- Brian Shenton, Chris Russell, 
Rebekah Little. Reading St 
Mark: clergy - Charles Card- 
Reynolds. Reading Holy 
Trinity: clergy - David Peters, 
Charles Card-Reynolds. 
Friday 23 Reading 
Greyfriars: clergy - Jonathan 
Wilmot, Jon Westall, Phil 
Andrew; licensed lay ministers 

- Philip Giddings, Sue Wilmot, 
Dennis Parker, John Ledger, 
Christine Ledger; youth work- 
er - Derek Attrill; lay pastor - 
Phil Cole, P. Cooke. 

Saturday 24 Reading St 
Matthew: clergy - John Hudson, 
Peter Grosse. Tilehurst St 
Catherine of Siena: clergy - Denis 
Smith; licensed lay ministers - 
Tony Bartlett, Mike Heather; Pam 
Toon. Cornwell Community 
Church: clergy - Tony Bartlett. 
Calcot St Birinus: clergy - Alan 
Barnes. 

Sunday 25 

Monday 26 Tilehurst St 
Mary Magdalen and St 



George: clergy - Adam Carlill, 
Michael Oke. Tilehurst St 
Michael: clergy - Fred 

Dawson; licensed lay ministers 
- Anne Attewell, Don Wark. 
Tkiesday 27 Reading Christ 
Church: clergy - David West; 
pastoral assistants - J. Croton, 
P. Smith. Reading St Giles: 
clergy - Michael Melrose. 
Wednesday 28 Reading St 
Agnes with St Paul and St 
Barnabas: clergy - Vernon 
Orr, Eve Houghton. 
Thursday 29 Beech Hill, 
Grazeley and Spencers Wood: 
clergy - Joan Hicks, Maureen 
Devine. 

Friday 30 Shinfield St Mary: 
clergy - Owen Murphy; licensed 
lay ministers - Michael Dexter- 
Elisha, Chris Leslie. Swallow- 
field All Saints: churchwardens 
during vacancy. 

Look at the Nations ... 

3 May WEC International 
open day, Bulstrode Park 
Come and learn about mis- 
sion across cultures: talks, 
seminars, activities, chil- 
dren’s events and childcare, 
bookshop, refreshments. 
Main speaker Brother Yun 
(author of The Heavenly 
Man) Free; no need to 
book. Grounds open 10am, 
first session 11.15am. 

WEC International, Bulstrode, 
Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, 

SL9 8SZ, tel. 01753 884631; e- 
mail <info@wec-int.org>, 

< www. wec-int. org. uk>. 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays, including Palm 
Sunday and Easter Day: 

8am Holy Communion; 
10am Matins; 11.15am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
5.35pm, Sung Eucharist 
6pm). 

Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 

Holy Week: 

Monday 5:7.15am Morning 
Prayer; 7.35am Holy 
Communion; 6pm 
Evensong w. address 
Tuesday 6: 7.15am 
Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 11am 
Blessing of Oils service; 
6pm Evensong w. address 
Wednesday 7:7.15am 
Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 1pm 
Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evening Prayer; 7.30pm 
Performance: Haydn’s 
Stabat Mater 
Maundy Thursday: 

7.15am Morning Prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evening Prayer; 
7.30pm Eucharist and Vigil 
Good Friday: 10 am Good 
Friday liturgy; 6pm 
Evensong 

Easter Eve: 7.15am 
Morning Prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 6pm 
Evensong 
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Wrestling with 
'this God business' 



Approaching prayer in images, music, 
movement and stillness 



JOYCE Bennett, a retired 
priest living in Bucking- 
hamshire, has lived in interest- 
ing places at interesting times. 
Interesting things happen to 
her. She grew up in London. 
As a CMS missionary she 
taught in Hong Kong from 
1949 until her ‘retirement’ in 
1983. She learnt Chinese, 
started a new school, and 
served on the Colony’s 
Legislative Council. In 1971 
she and another woman, both 
already exercising a pastoral 
ministry there, were ordained 
by their Bishop as priests. 

When Joyce returned from 
Hong Kong more than 20 
years ago she began a rich 
ministry among Chinese peo- 
ple here in London. It was a 
painful ministry because she 
was a working priest who 
could not be licensed as a 
priest within the Church of 
England. She was mostly 
patient, sometimes graciously 
impatient. It was 1994 before 
women were ordained in the 



Church of England. Many of 
the women whose 10th 
anniversary of ordination we 
shall celebrate this April are 
deeply grateful for Joyce’s 
encouragement while they 
were waiting too. 

Joyce tells her story in great 
detail. Her business has 
always been ‘God’s business’, 
and her book is a rich histori- 
cal and Christian memoir. I 
am a decade or so younger 
than she is. As a young man I 
spent a much shorter time in 
Hong Kong, and later became 
a priest. Her book invited me 
to look back over my own 
life, my changing ideas, and 
my own wrestling with This 
God Business. 

This is a big book: certainly 
one for a Parish library. 

Martin Peirce , former 
Diocesan Director of Ordinands 

This God Business , by Joyce 
Bennett, publish ed by 
Religious Education Resource 
Centre in Kowloon, Hong 
Kong, email info@rerc.org.hk 




SOUNDING HEAVEN AND EARTH 
DAVID GRUBB 



SCM CANTERBURY PRESS 
£12.99 



THE Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Rowan Williams, writes in his 
preface to this anthology that we 
are in ‘desperate need of resources 
that will tell us something of what 
prayer is and what it isn’t - its vari- 
eties and seasons, its vehicles in 
word and image, art and dance, its 
many possible locations, its own 
ebbing and flowing in silence. So 
here is an anthology which tries to 
do some justice to the variety of 
prayei; to both its accessibility and 
its challenge and mystery’. 

Reading this book certainly 
made me think afresh what prayer 
is and can be - like most of us, I 
suspect, words and silence form 
the bedrock of our prayers, while 
dance, music and movement do 
not. There are reflections on both 



dance and music as prayers. There 
are also contributions from poets, 
from short story writers and also 
from the artist, E Charlotte 
Wright, whose powerful paintings 
form a Stations of the Cross exhi- 
bition currently on display in St 
Michaels in the Northgate, 
Oxford. 

David Grubb, the editor of the 
anthology (whose own poems 
appear inside) also runs The Spire 
Trust. The Trust works in second- 
ary schools to support pupils 
studying religious education, and 
this book will be an invaluable tool 
for teachers or adult discussion 
groups. At the back are sections of 
discussion points for this purpose. 

But the book should also be 
welcomed by individuals looking 



for fresh ways of expressing praise 
and pain to God in prayer 

Rebecca Paveley 

Also out this 
month... 

SONGS OF PRAISE A 
LENT AND EASTER 
COMPANION 
ANDREW BARR 
£9.99, LION 

This colourful little book 
contains gentle reminiscences 
of the author’s life and Songs 
of Praise programmes. A 
good Easter gift for a Songs 
of Praise enthusiast! 




April appointments 



Revd Ian Adams, Team Vicar, St. 
Mary's Thame, to have NSM cutting 
Edge appointment, licensed to 
Cowley Deanery; Revd Roy Burgess, 
Asst. Curate, St Paul w. St Nicholas, 
Wokingham, to be Priest-in-Charge, 



St George, Owlsmoor; Revd Antonia 
Cretney, Rector, Beedon & 
Peasemore w. West Ilsley & 
Famborough, is to resign; Revd John 
Chorlton, Associate Priest, St 
Aidates, Oxford, to be Team Vicar, 



West Slough; Revd Mark Deamley, 
vicar Wendover &Halton also to be 
Area Dean of Wendover Revd Angela 
Forbes, NSM Cowley St John to be 
NSM St Michael & St Nicholas, 
Abingdon; Revd Will Hazlewood to be 



Priest in Charge of Iver Heath; Revd 
Kerry Ramsay, Cambridge, to be 
vicar of Sunninghill St Michael & Ail 
Angels; Revd David Webster, NSM 
Curate, Hurst St Nicholas, to be 
NSM Curate, St Nicolas, Earley 



Seeing God afresh: Anna and Mister God 



This classic story has been pub- 
lished in a new edition. Penny 
Stephens comes to Mister God 
This is Anna for the first time 
and shares her impressions : 

BEING a lateral thinker, I tend 
to step outside the box in 
order to see things from a dif- 
ferent perspective. But for 
Anna, it wasn’t just a matter 
of stepping outside the box; it 
was more a case of walking 
around the box, to see it from 
every possible angle. This is a 



truly amazing story about a 
very young but very wise little 
girl. In this thought-provoking 
book, the idea that ideas 
themselves, like numbers or 
reflected images, are limitless. 
And the way Anna saw God 
was quite different to a lot of 
people. Anna, during her 
short life, inspired many peo- 
ple to really think about their 
faith. I for one will put this on 
my list of favourite books and 
it is a must-read for all who 
dare to step outside of their 



own boxes and see things dif- 
ferently. 

Penny Stephens, 
Communications Assistant, 
Church House 




ANNA AND MISTER 

GOD 

FYNN 

HARPER COLLINS 
£9.99 






TWO YOUTH WORK 
OPPORTUNITIES 

From Sept 2004 

AT ST. MARY'S CHURCH, GREENHAM 

• Full-Time Gap Year Volunteer 

- 1 Year Post 

• Part-Time Trainee linked with 
Degree Course at the Centre For 

Youth Ministry In Oxford 
- 3 Year Post 

Financial package in each case 
Contact: Email 
jackiepaynter@hotmail.com 

Tel: 01635 41075 




Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony 
and 

celebration 



Christine Donaldson 

formerly trading as OPUS 
Ordination Stoles and all 
embroidered vestments, 
furnishings and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 
Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 



RJULWAY REUCS 

cmimtm 

Enamel Station Names (£250 min) 
Posters, Tickets, carriage prints, 
Locomotive plates 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 



3 Walnut Drive, Maids Moreton, 

Buckingham MK18 IQ) Tel: 01280 816055 



m:BITII5214SI 



Produce your own 

MAGAZINES 
NEWSLETTERS 
PARISH INFORMATION 

with the 

0(3180 

Digital Printer 




Professionally 
Efficiently 

Economically as a Printer 
Delivers 130 copies per minute 
Operates like a copier 
1 ,000 copies cost only £1 .37 

^ J (plus paper) 



New & Refurbished 
Photocopiers always available 



For details or demonstration phone 

( 023 ) 80 330611 



APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 






Come and see the latest equipment at Red Lion 
Hotel, Milford Street, Salisbury - 27th April 2004 



Unit 5 • Viceroy House • Mountbatten Business Centre • Southampton • S0 15 1 Hy 




Sounding Heaven and Earth 

New Voices in Prayer 
Compiled and edited by David Grubb for 
The SPIRE Trust 

An anthology of prayers, poems, prose, reflections and activities 
celebrating the place of prayers in contemporary religious experience. 

Foreword by The Archbishop of Canterbury and preface by Ronald Blythe 

£12.99 (including p&p) 

For churches, youth leaders, ordinands, teachers as well as individuals. 

Trust 



Order your copy now direct from The SPIRE 



An Invitation 

to attend 

readings, discussion 

and reflections about the book 

from 10.30am - 6.00pm on 

i Thursday 
1 1st April 2004 

I at St. Michael 
I at the North Gate, 

I Cornmarket, Oxford. 

1 Telephone: 0149T 414109 
m Email: dgrubb@spiretrust.org.uk 



Order Form 



Name (please print) 

Full Address (please print) 



Postcode 

Fax no Tel no: 

Signature Email: 

Please send me 

I enclose £ copies of Sounding Heaven and Earth at £12.99 each 

Please make cheques payable to The SPIRE Trust. 

Please accept my donation to The SPIRE Trust of £ 

Return this form to: DHW Grubb, 76a St Marks Road, Henley-on-Thames, 

□xon RG9 1LW 



Supporting Pupils In 
Religious Education 



Registered Charity No. 1067308 
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Our holy places: on land and sea 





I LEARNT the joy of ‘messing 
about in boats’ a stone’s throw 
from where the orginator of 
the phrase had been buried a 
few years earlier. We kept a 
little dinghy at the Manor 
Road boathouse on the Cher, 
as we called it - the River 
Cherwell, which winds unob- 
trusively through the east side 
of Oxford. 

St Cross was our parish 
church. Church and churchgo- 
ing were, I’m afraid, dull 
affairs in the 1930s. But it was 
the scene of a memorable (if 
r fictional) wedding on 8 
October 1936. 

‘Well, last Monday evening, 
when we were down at Denver, 
we got a wire from Peter which 
coolly said, ‘If you really want 
to see me married, try St Cross 
Church, Oxford, tomorrow at 
two’.’ (Busman’s Honeymoon, 
by Dorothy L Sayers) 

Lord Peter Wimsey’s snob- 



bish sister-in-law had been 
planning a grand society wed- 
ding in St George’s Hanover 
Square! Sayers was born in 
Oxford, studied at Somerville 
and called it ‘the holy city’. 

The church itself does not get 
a mention in Betjeman’s English 
Parish Churches or Simon 
Jenkins’ Thousand Best Chur- 
ches, though it has a Norman 
chancel and a tower dating 
from about 1270. The fine sun- 
dial on the tower was restored 
in 2002. The nearby holy well 
was probably a pre-Christian 
worship site. 

Holywell cemetery is an 
extension of the churchyard, 
and is now a recognised 
wildlife area harbouring wood 
mice, foxes, pheasants, frogs, 
toads, butterflies, dragonflies 
and many birds. Snowdrops, 
crocuses, daffodils and summer 
wildflowers abound. 

To wander around it is to 



stumble on famous names. 
Here is the great Walter Pater, 
academic, art-lover, aesthete, 
who died in 1934. In te 
Domini Speravi is carved on 
his gravestone. The composer 
John Stainer was buried here in 
1901. Here is Charles 
Williams, friend of Lewis and 
Tolkien, who died in 1945. 
Under the mercy is his epitaph. 
Austin Farrer, priest, 1968. 
Maurice Bowra, classical 
scholar, warden of Wadham (I 
am a man more dined against 
than dining) 1971. John 
Dyson, another Inkling, 1975. 
Kenneth Tynan, drama critic, 
angry young man, 1980. And 
many more. 

Best known of all is the 
author of Wind in the Willows, 
who by his residence at 
Blewbury, Cookham and 
Pangbourne captured the essen- 
tial beauty of the Thames 
Valley better than anyone else. 
His gravestone reads: ‘To the 
beautiful memory of Kenneth 
Grahame, husband of Elspeth 
and father of Alistair, who 
passed the river on the 26 t ^ 1 of 
July, 1932 leaving childhood 
and literature through him the 
more blessed for all time’. Two 
years after that, I was baptised 
in St Cross by my grandfather, 
Francis Phelps, Archbishop of 
Capetown. Certainly for me 
this church, with its church- 
yard, is a very special place. 

Revd Simon Baynes Thame 
Do you have a special ‘holy place’ 
in the Diocese? Please write into 
The Door and share it with us. 




PEOPLE who know me well, 
know that on Sundays after 
church in the morning or 
before church in the evening I 
do my best to get to Dorchester 
Lagoon where I go sailing. 

It may be a man made lake 
from a gravel pit, and the noise 
of the Dorchester bypass and 
the jet skis on the lake over the 
road may be ever present, but 
sailing brings me close to 
nature. Swans, moorhens, 
coots are joined in the summer 
by geese, divers and kingfishers, 
and all their young. Warm 
water in the summer; but icy 
cold in the winter, and winds 
and breezes shifting in all direc- 
tions and all strengths, and sun 
or clouds or so many different 
types of rain. All these are very 
present in a way that most of 
the time we protect ourselves 
from them. While on the water 
I constantly wonder at the vari- 
ety and beauty of our sur- 
roundings, which take no 



notice of us and just carry on. 
It’s not that I worship nature 
but I find myself full of wonder 
and awe and find it much easi- 
er to*)ose my self-centredness. 
So I find myself as creature part 
of the ecosystem of our world, 
and it’s not a long step to enter 
again into the mystery of the 
creator God. 

Sailing adds a dimension to 
all this, and that has to do with 
the balance between human 
ingenuity and skill and the 
forces of wind and water. It 
reminds me of the Hebrew use 
of ruach for both wind and spir- 
it. Sensing the wind, and catch- 
ing its eddies and shifts makes 
all the difference in a race. 
Sometimes this is hard work 
and exasperating and never 
seems to work and at other 
times it just feels as if you, the 
boat and the wind are one. 

The wind is there and makes 
the most of the creative human 
spirit, which has designed and 



made the hull, sails and fittings, 
and the sailing skills of the 
helm and crew. After a race 
with a good wind there is that 
feeling of physical exhaustion 
which reminds me that the 
holy is as much about body as 
it is about mind. 

You can be on the water all 
on your own or you can race 
with others in a community, 
which strips away pomp and 
class and even age. When we 
come sailing we lay aside our 
daily work and wealth and 
come as we can. Try capsizing 
several times in a row as other 
boats sail past and you will see 
what I mean! 

So this place, and its activities 
and its people weave together 
for me a tapestry of the holy, 
not in some grand and mighty 
way but in the down-to-earth- 
ness of it all. 

Revd Canon Keith Lamdin, 
Director of STEM 
photos by Frank Blackwell 
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TOWN HOUSE 

• SHERBORNE - DORSET 

Not detached. Within 2 mins walk of centre shops. 
Living room; Dining area; Kitchenette; 2 beds; 
Bathroom. Up & Downstairs WC’s. Established outside 
office. Well positioned Garage. Offers on £199k sterling 
considered subject to a contract of sale. 

Please apply to: Box No 30 
c/o Cross Publications Ltd, The Old Bakehouse, 
1242a Evesham Road, Astwood Bank, 
Redditch, Wore s B96 6AA. 



Visit Green way Antiques 

90 ( <«pn Street Witne\ t )X 28 61>U 




>£ i>ur terrace for the 
dtapby garden antiques 



We are rt 
spring, w 
tor salt'. 



We also offer an interesting and eclectic 
1 7th 29th enntury stock to include 
furniture and complimentary objects, gilt 
picture frames and locking horses etc, 



fell (MW? 70*026 
Mob; 07Hi| 5H5 0M 
P-maih }ganjgrcenway(Q J i hotinail.com 
Website; wtw^grceiiwsyantiqMeafViewinig.a 
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TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




‘He himself bore our sins in 
his body on the cross, so 
that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; 
by his wounds you have been 
healed’ 1 Peter 2:24 

Holy Week will see the 
release in Britain of Mel 
Gibson’s film ‘The Passion of 
the Christ’. Whatever else it 
may have done, it has at least 
focussed attention on a cen- 
tral element of Christian 
faith, the crucifixion of Jesus. 
In recent years this has tend- 
ed to get overlooked, even in 
the Church - simply contrast 
the size of congregations on 
Palm Sunday (donkeys, 
cheering children, waving 
palms and so on) and Easter 
Day with the turn-out on 
Good Friday. For many 
Christians, let alone the gen- 
eral public, the agony, arrest, 
trial, scourging and eventual 
execution of the Saviour are 



by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



quietly by-passed. 

Yet all the Gospel writers 
give far more space to what 
we call the ‘passion narrative’ 
than to anything else in the 
life of Jesus. Their message is 
severely distorted if we trans- 
form Jesus into an eloquent 
preacher, charismatic healer 
and friend of the oppressed 
(all of which he was) while 
side-lining that which he him- 
self saw as the crown and 
glory of his life - his death on 
the cross at the hands of 

Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism,a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



‘sinful men’. 

Suffering Servant 

Jesus saw himself as the 
‘Suffering Servant’ of the Lord 
foretold by Isaiah (chapter 
53), not as the conquering 
hero waiting to res- 
tore the kingdom of David. 
That suffering was an essen- 
tial element of his God-given 
work, and as the apostle Peter 
reminds us, it is ‘by his 
wounds that we are healed’. 

So it is right and proper to 
reflect during Holy Week and 
beyond on the suffering he 
endured - not in an excessive 
way, but with the measured 
restraint and yet deep feeling 
of the Gospels themselves. As 
so often, Mrs Alexander gets 
it exactly right: 

‘We may not know, we can- 
not tell 

What pain he had to bear ; 
But we believe it was for us 
He hung and suffered there.' 



Leaderaft 

Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 




To Advertise 

please ring Sue Williams on: 
01527 892945 01527 892152 

E-mail; cross.ptdbBcations@virg8n-iiet 
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